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REUBEN  SEYMOUR 


Iowa  Pioneer 


A 

family 
tree  has 
its  roots 
in  antiquity, 
its  trunk  in 
the  past,  its 
branches  in  the  pre¬ 
sent,  its  twigs  in 
the  future,  and  its 
leaves  stretch  out  into 
infinity.  Those  who  evolve 
a  family  tree  must  delve  into 
history,  decipher  old  letters, 
recall  old  tales.  It  is  a  pains¬ 
taking  effort  with  no  thought  of 
reward  and  therefore  must  be  called 
a  labor  of  love.  Such  has  been  done, 
and  herewith  is  presented 
the  tree 
of 

SEYMOUR. 


Compiled  by  Jessie  Cordelia  Wa  lker 


Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 
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PART  I 


The  Seymour  Family  in  England,  and  Derivation  of  the  Name 

"Among  the  ancient  and  most  historic  of  surnames  is  found  that  of  Seymour, 
which,  since  early  times  has  participated  prominently  in  the  making  of  history 

in  England . The  source  of  origin  arises  from  an  ancient  chapelry  in  Normandy 

named  'St.  Maur.'  The  form  of  the  word ....  .passed  through  various  transitions 
until  it  appears  as  Seymour,  Seymer ,  Seamer,  Samar,  Semor ,  etc. 

"The  early  history  of  the  Seymour  or  St.  Maur  family  is  vague.  Tradition 
relates  that,  coming  from  a  little  village  of  Touraine,  St.  Maur-s ur -Loire , 
in  the  eighth  century,  it  went  to  England  with  William  the  Conqueror.  While 
the  name  occurs  earlier,  the  first  known  ancestor  of  the  Dukes  of  Somerset  was 

William  St.  Maur . of  Penhow  Cas t le  ,  who  married  a  daughter  of  William 

Marshall,  first  Earl  of  Pembroke,  about  1235.  Penhow  Castle  is  still  standing 
and  is  one  of  the  oldest  homes  in  England.  About  one  hundred  years  later  they 
(Seymours)  resided  at  Wolf  Hill,  in  County  Wilts,  where  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Seymour,  married  Henry  VIII  of  England.  Sir  Edward  Seymour,  her  brother, 
was  created  Viscount  Beauchamp  and  later  Duke  of  Somerset.  His  grandson,  also 
named  Sir  Edward,  died  at  Berry  Pomeroy  in  1611. 

"It  is  said  in  some  records  that  the  American  family  of  Seymour,  who 
located  in  Connecticut  at  the  beginning  of  the  history  of  that  Colony,  were 
descendants  from  this  family,  but  the  exact  connection  is  not  proved  by  English 
authorities.  Sir  Henry  and  Sir  Thomas  were  brothers  of  Sir  Edward,  and  it  may 
be  from  one  of  these'  that  the  Connecticut  family  descends." 

The  preceding  information  was  taken  (not  all  is  direct  quotes)  from  an 
article  written  by  E.  D.  Clements;  Providence,  R.  I.,  about  the  "McKallor  and 
Allied  Families,"  published  in  the  magazine  Amer icana ,  Vol.  XXVII,  No.  3,  July 
1933,  (A), page  311.  Among  the  "Allied  Families"  is  the  Seymour  family,  pages 
336  to  344. 

The  Seymours  acquired  estates  at  Hatch  Beauchamp,  Somersetshire,  by  (a 
Seymour)  marrying  an  heiress  of  the  Beauchamps  early  in  the  15th  century.  — 
From  Chambers  Encyc lopedia ,  published  by  Collier ,  N .  Y. ,  1890. 


The  Coat  of  Arms  of  the  Seymour  Line 

In  ancient  times,  men  went  to  battle  wearing  armour  of  Hoods  and  Helmets, 
etc.  and  it  was  necessary  to  have  some  means  of  identification.  Thus  coats  of 
arms  were  evolved  to  mark  their  armour,  especially  the  shields.  They  were 
granted  by  the  Monarchs  of  England.  The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
Magazine ,  published  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  dated  September  1957,  (B ),  contains  an 
article  "Your  Family  Coat  of  Arms"  by  W.  E.  Hennessee,  page  1051,  which  explains 
their  origin  and  use.  The  author  calls  attention  to  the  article  on  "Heraldry" 
in  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica. 


(Capital  letters  in  parentheses  refer  to  Bibliography  in  back  of  this  book.) 
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The  Coat  of  Arms  of  the  Seymour  Line,  Cont. 


There  is  a  coat  of  arms  for  the  Seymour  line  which  was  granted  to  certain 
families  in  England.  No  record  has  been  found  showing  that  the  family  of 
Richard  Seymour,  the  settler  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  was  related  to  them.  In  the 
History  of  the  Seymour  Family  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  by  George  Dudley  Seymour,  (C ), 
there  is  a  discussion  of  this  subject  which  indicates  that  Richard  was  not 
entitled  to  use  the  Seymour  coat  of  arms  nor  the  seal.  (Being  descendants  of 
Richard  Seymour,  the  members  of  our  Seymour  family  have  no  right  to  use  the 
Coat  of  Arms.  There  is  no  reason  for  giving  it  any  publicity.  J.C.W.) 

In  the  article  by  E .  D.  Clements  in  the  magazine  Amer  icana  (A)  there  is  a 
description  of  the  Coat  of  Arms  of  the  Seymour  Line  from  which  this  information 
is  taken.  (A  copy  of  the  Coat  of  Arms  in  colors  was  in  the  magazine.  This  was 
placed  in  the  Seymour  book  given  to  the  C linton  Chap  ter  D.A.R.,  Clinton,  Iowa.) 

Arms  -  Gules,  two  wings  conjoined  in  lure,  the  tips  downward. 

Crest  -  Out  of  a  ducal  coronet  or,  a  phoenix  in  flames  proper 
wings  expanded. 

Symbolic: 

The  shield  is  red,  the  warrior's  color,  which  denotes 
supreme  valor  and  courage. 

The  wings  conjoined  stand  for  celerity  and  protection, 
and  were  a  fitting  reward  to  one  who  at  all  times 
used  his  might  and  power  to  defend  his  country. 

The  phoenix,  embodiment  of  Ra ,  the  Egyptian  sun  god, 
was  fabled  to  be  consumed  in  fire  by  its  own  act, 
and  to  rise  in  youthful  freshness  from  its  own  ashes. 

It  is  emblematic  of  immortality. 

Motto  -  Foy  pour  devoir.  (Fidelity  for  duty) 

In  the  book,  Principal  Arms  of  United  Kingdom,  (E),  information  about  the 
Coat  of  Arms  granted  to  Seymour  Duke  of  Somerset  is  given  on  pages  355  and  356. 
From  this  the  following  is  taken,  not  all  being  direct  quotes: 

"Sir  John  Seymour,  a  distinguished  soldier  who  was  knighted  on  field  of 
battle  at  Blackheath  by  Henry  VII..... 

"The  augmentation  was  granted  to  Jane  *  Seymour ,  third  wife  of  Henry  VIII, 
by  her  said  husband,  in  memory  of  their  union,  and  was  composed  from  the  royal 
arms.  She  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Seymour  Duke  of  Somerset."  Part  of  the 
description  shows  that  on  the  first  and  fourth  quarters  of  the  augmentation 
'three  lions  of  England'  are  shown,  and  on  the  second  and  third  quarters  'two 
wings  conjoined  in  lure'  for  Seymour.  Jane  "produced  Henry  VIII  a  son,  after¬ 
wards  became  King  Edward  VI . She  unfortunately  died  in  childbed  Oct.  1539, 

to  grief  of  whole  realm.  The  crest  (on  coat  of  arms)  was  assumed  to  record 
the  hapless  manner  of  her  death;  who  (like  the  phoenix,  which  perishes  in  pro¬ 
ducing  its  offspring)  in  giving  existence  to  King  Edward  was  deprived  of  her 
own." 

Quotation  from  Burke,  (F ),  page  914:  "Oldest  mention  of  Coat  of  Arms-“Jane 
Seymour,  1547."  This  book  contains  information  about  many  Seymours. 
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Ancestors  of  Reuben  Seymour 


1.  Richard  Seymour,  the  Settler 


Morris  Woodruff  Seymour  in  A  Record  of  the  Seymour  Family  in  the  Reyo- 
lut ion ,  (G),  states  that  it  is  assumed  that  all  bearing  the  name  of  Seymour, 
in  the  northern  states  at  least,  are  descended  from  Richard  Seymour,  "the 
Settler,"  who  first  came  to  Hartford  in  1639. 

History  of  Seymour  Family  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  (C ) ,  compiled  under 
the  direction  of  George  Dudley  Seymour,  gives  the  following  information: 

Richard  Seymour,  founder  of  the  Connecticut  family  of  the  name,  was 
baptized  at  Sawbr idgewor th ,  Co.  Herts,  England,  on  Jan.  27,  1604/5.  He  was 
the  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Waller)  and  grandson  of  John  and  Dyzory 
(Porter),  and  married  Mercy  Ruscoe  at  Sawbr  idgewor  th ,  Hertfordshire,  on 
April  18,  1631.  Mercy  Ruscoe  was  born  about  1610,  the  daughter  of  Roger  and 
Sarah  of  Sawbr idgewor th .  On  page  550,  it  is  stated  that  "Seymer"  was  used  in 
Sawbr idgewor th  Registers  for  a  period  of  40  years.  (Evidently  John  and  Robert 
used  that  spelling.) 

Richard  Seymour  came  to  this  country  in  or  slightly  before  1639,  bringing 
his  wife,  Mercy  Ruscoe,  and  their  son,  Thomas,  whose  baptismal  record  was 
entered  in  the  parish  registers  of  Sawbr idgewor th .  It  was  this  eldest  son, 
Thomas,  who  sealed  his  will  in  1712  with  the  wings  of  the  ancient  family  of 
the  Seymours  of  Penhow. 

Richard  Seymour,  though  not  an  original  proprietor,  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Hartford.  Just  when' he  joined  the  little  settlement  near  "Dutch 
Point"  on  the  Connecticut  river  we  do  not'  know,  but  probably  in  1639,  when  we 
find  his  name  in  the  list  of  those  "inhabitants  who  were  granted  lotts  to  have 
only  at  the  town’s  courtesie  with  liberty  to  fetch  woode  and  keep  swine  or 
coues  on  the  common."  His  house  stood  on  what  is  now  North  Main  Street,  near 
the  Ely  place.  His  lot  was  No.  70  near  the  "cow  pasture."  He  also  owned  out¬ 
lying  pieces  of  land.  In  1647  he  was  elected  chimney  viewer.  The  houses  of 
the  first  settlers  were  of  wood  with  thatched  roofs  as  they  were  in  old  England, 
and  on  that  account  were  particularly  exposed  to  fire  loss.  Richard’s  duties 
then,  as  chimney  viewer,  were  allied  to  those  of  a  building  inspector  and  fire 
chief  of  our  time.  He  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  agreement  for  the  planning 
of  Norwalk,  Conn.,  June  19,  1650,  removed  to  that  place  soon  afterward  and  be¬ 
came  one  of  its  first  settlers,  being  chosen  a  townsman  or  selectman  March  29, 
1655. 


Richard  died  at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  between  July  29,  1655,  the  date  of  his 
will,  and  October  10,  1655,  the  date  of  inventory  of  his  estate.  His  will 
described  him  as  "very  week  &  sike."  His  wife,  Mercy,  married,  secondly, 
John  Steele  of  Farmington,  Connecticut,  on  Nov.  25.  1655. 

The  children  of  Richard  and  Mercy  were  Thomas,  Richard,  John,  Mary, 
Elizabeth,  Zachariah  and  Mercy. 

p 

2.  Richard  born  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  died  at  Farmington,  Conn.,  on  Nov.  29, 
1710. 
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Ancestors  of  Reuben  Seymour,  Cont. 


Richard  Seymour,  Cont. 


3.  One  of  his  children  was  Ebenezer2  baptized  at  Farmington,  Conn.,  on 
Feb.  1,  1684/5,  died  before  Sept.  1733. 


4.  Stephen  Seymour 

Capt.  Stephen^  Seymour  (Ebenezer2  Richard2  Richard*-)  of  Plymouth,  Conn., 
was  probably  born  at  Farmington,  Conn.,  about  1718.  He  died  at  Sharon,  Conn., 
on  Nov.  13,  1807,  at  the  age  of  89,  and  was  buried  in  the  parish  of  Ellsworth. 

He  married  first  at  Waterbury,  Conn.,  Mar.  18,  1740/1,  Mehitabel  Hickox,  born 
at  Waterbury,  Nov.  22,  1723.  She  died  there  on  May  9,  1767.  Stephen  married 
three  times.  In  1764  he  was  an  ensign.  On  May  6,  1765,  he  became  Lieutenant 
of  Northbury  Co.  of  the  Militia  at  Waterbury.  In  May  1777  he  was  elected 
Captain  of  Alarm  List  Co.  of  Northbury  Parish,  10th  Regiment,  resigning  this 
office  in  1780  "on  account  of  old  age." 

His  children  were  Gideon,  Thankful,  Abel,  Daniel,  David,  Amos,  Lydia,  Zadoc, 
Mehitabel  (twin),  Stephen  (twin),  Amy,  and  Amos. 


5.  Zadock  Seymour,  Revolutionary  War  Soldier 

Zadock-5  Seymour  (Stephen^  Ebenezer2  Richard2  Richard*-)  was  born  at 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  on  April  30,  1757,  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Mehitabel  (Hickox) 
Seymour.  He  died  at  Pompey,  Onondago  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  Nov.  2,  1845,  and  was 
buried  at  Pompey  Hill  Cemetery.  He  married  at  Norfolk,  Conn.,  on  Jan.  19, 
1786,  Naomi  Munger  .  They  were  married  in  Christ  Church  by  Rev.  A.  R.  Robbins. 
She  was  born  at  Norfolk,  July  16,  1765,  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Elizabeth 
(Dudley)  Munger.  She  died  Nov.  24,  1840. 

Zadock  enlisted  in  the  Revolutionary  Army  at  Waterbury  in  Jan.  1777, 
marched  to  New  Haven  where  he  was  taken  with  smallpox,  and  was  there  until  he 
recovered  in  April.  He  rejoined  his  company  at  Peekskill,  in  June  marched  to 
New  Brunswick,  was  in  Washington’s  Army  until  Jan.  1780,  and  was  discharged  at 
Morristown,  N.  J.  He  lived  in  Watertown,  Conn.,  two  or  three  years  after  the 
war,  then  removed  to  Norfolk,  Conn.  From  there  he  moved  in  1790  to  Galway, 
Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  remained  there  seven  years.  Then  he  lived  in  Sher¬ 
burne,  Chenandago  Co.,  N.  Y.,  until  1802  when  he  settled  in  Pompey  Hill. 


Children 

Born 

Married  to 

i 

Harry 

Dec.  24, 

1786 

Polly  Johnson 

ii 

Anna 

Oct.  26, 

1788 

iii 

Norman 

Mar.  30, 

1790 

Cynthia  Lamphere 

iv 

Naomi  Maha la 

May  31, 

1792 

Samuel  Sloan 

V 

Re  uben 

Mar.  23, 

1794 

Almira  Haynes 

vi 

Amy 

Jan.  12, 

1796 

Harvey  Hatch 

vii 

James 

Nov.  6, 

1797 

Susan  Ostrander 

vi  ii 

E lizabe  th 

Dec.  14, 

1799 

James  Bliss 

ix 

E 1 izur 

June  11, 

1803 

Rebecca  Hopkins 

X 

Lucy 

Mar.  18, 

1805 

Alexander  Hatch 

. ;  oO  ,  av  »?■  0*  it.  oft  ,  no  ’Mn  :i 


.  j  ac  3  ,  ns oi  t  srio  r 


stl  q6c  '  Jdifed3  e  w  nsib  Irio  iiil  '  )  tO 


.  El  V.  .t  -.0  s:ol*d  tmb  f*V  oi  ,  .dil 


>i  \  ;  tuocU  « ,  A.io  J  ,  tioi^rtia  if»;i  Jfc  rilocl  flcUiioi  j  e»  w 

->  i >q  orll  ,  h*-  iii(i  Cfiw  bra  ,0  V  *•»*•  i  >  in  ,  V08t  ,  •  .  veV 

.-6k  ,.tx .  >  «  !.-•  iSiwi  i  ..  :.r  l  b  ic  •  ’  b 

< ,il  no  i5tit  bsib  y  tfc  A  Si  ,SS  .vo/  f  rw<t  >U  1  J 

fiaaO 

sD  l.iH  yaqmoi  Ja  b^j  it/d 
.0*^81  ,t>S  .voVl  bsib  ">d2 


'•  *.  f  rinu  iA  *  not  31  ideals  i  t  eew  iw  inn!  v  vl 


.  i  ii  {  \  . '0^  n  bsl  J93  srf  norti  SOfe  i  Ulna  ,.Y  .  H  ..oDorj  .ntnsiiO  (oanud 


i  ’  • 


;)8i  ,i  n 


Ancestors  of  Reuben  Seymour,  Cont. 


Zadock  Seymour,  Cont. 


(This  completes  the  information  taken  from  History  of  the  Seymour  Family 
of  Hartford,  Conn,  by  George  Dudley  Seymour.)  (C ) 

It  is  stated  in  A  Record  of  the  Seymour  Family  in  the  Revolution  (G) 
that  Zedoc  (Zadock)  was  a  private  in  Capt.  Joseph  Mansfield’s  Co.,  Colonel 
William  Douglas’  Regiment,  Connecticut  Continental  Line.  He  enlisted 
Jan.  16,  1777,  and  was  discharged  Jan.  15,  1780.  He  served  three  full  years, 
and  died  in  New  York,  aged  eighty-eight. 

The  following  story  was  told  by  William  Burton  Seymour  who  had  heard  it 
from  his  father,  Stephen  Titus  Seymour,  son  of  Reuben  Seymour.  Told  to  Henry 
James  Seymour,  a  cousin,  Oct.  15,  1934,  in  Iowa: 

Zadock  Seymour,  being  a  Revolutionary  War  soldier,  acquired  title  to 
land  in  Onondaga  Co.,  N.Y.,  from  the  government.  New  York  state  at  this  time 
was  settled  by  Dutch  Hollanders  so  this  land  was  claimed  by  a  Dutch  baron. 

An  effort  was  made  to  put  Zadock  off.  At  last  the  baron  himself  came  with  an 
officer  and  demanded  possession.  Zadock  stood  in  the  doorway  with  his  musket 
and  said,  "I  used  this  musket  three  years  for  this  land  and  if  I  have  to  I 
will  use  it  again."  Then  the  baron  and  the  officer  left. 

Zadock  is  a  Bible  name,  it  being  the  name  of  the  priest  who  anointed 
Solomon  when  he  was  made  king.  See  I  Kings,  Chap.  1.  This  ceremony  is  used 
in  the  coronation  service  of  a  British  monarch. 

In  the  Pompey  Hill  Cemetery  (southwest  of  Syracuse,  N.Y.)  is  located  a 
monument  marked  "Seymour".  On  one  side  is:  Zadock  Seymour  1757-1845,  Naomi, 
his  wife,  1765-1840.  There  are  other  family  names  on  the  other  sides.  There 
is  also  a  four-inch  medallion  as  marker  of  granite  on  Zadock’s  grave,. put 
there  by  the  National  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 

This  information  about  Zadock’s  monument  is  from  Mrs.  Ruth  Seymour 
Burmester  of  Reedsburg,  Wise.,  and  was  obtained  by  members  of  her  family. 

Her  father  was  Merton  Eugene  Seymour  (1858-1944)  son  of  Silas  James  Seymour.. 

In  the  History  of  the  Seymour  Family  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  (C )  page  183, 
it  is  stated  that  Reuben's  brother  James  lived  and  died  at  Covington,  Wyoming 
Co.,  N.Y.  Also  that  his  eldest  son,  Silas  James  Seymour  of  Reedsburg,  Wise., 
was  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin  Legislature  in  1876  and  1877.  Mrs.  Burmester 
is  much  interested  in  family  genealogy. 


Naomi  Munger  Seymour’s  Ancestry 

The  compiler  of  this  record  didn’t  do  any  research  about  Naomi  Munger 
while  at  the  D.A.R.  Library,  Washington,  D.  C.  Therefore,  on  April  9,  1958, 
Mrs.  Lura  Francis  by  request  furnished  the  following  taken  from  the  Munger 
Gene a  logy  (H)  there: 
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Ancestors  of  Reuben  Seymour,  Cont. 


Naomi  Munger  Seymour*s  Ancestry,  Cont. 


"The  first  Munger  ancestor  came  to  America  from  Surrey,  England,  at  an 
ear ly  da te . 

"This  book  contains  the  Munger  Coat  of  Arms^-it  is  in 
The  meaning  of  colors  and  symbols  (of  Coat  of  Arms)  are  as 
sincerity,  honor,  constancy,  purity,  generosity,  elevation 
in  the  pursuit  of  an  object  much  desired. 

"Reuben  Munger  (Naomi's  father)  was  a  Sergeant  in  the  Revolutionary  War." 


color  and  beautiful, 
follows:  Peace, 

of  mind,  and  eager 


There  is  also  a  Dudley  Coat  of  Arms  in  the  family  of  Naomi's  mother. 
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ADDRESS  ON  LETTER  TO  REUBEN 
SEYMOUR  FROM  ZADOCK  SEYMOUR. 
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PART  II 


INTRODUCTION  TO  PART  II 


Reuben  Seymour,  his  wife  Almira,  and  some  of  their  Descendants 


Since  Reuben  was  the  first  Seymour  to  settle  in  Clinton  County,  Iowa,  he 
has  been  designated  as  of  the  First  Generation. 

Each  descendant  of  the  Second  Generation  is  shown  as  the  head  of  his 
family.  All  his  descendants  are  kept  together,  with  the  descendants  in  the 
Third  Generation  shown  as  the  heads  of  their  respective  families. 


In  this  record  there  is  included  a  sketch  about  Richard  Seymour,  the 
first  settler  of  the  name  in  this  country.  This  contains  enough  information 
about  his  descendants  to  establish  the  line  between  Richard  Seymour  and 
Reuben,  and  shows  that  the  latter  belongs  to  the  Sixth  Generation  from  the 
former.  There  is  no  other  genealogical  data  given  here  about  the  persons  of 
those  generations,  although  the  reference  books  used  have  much  information 
about  them. 


The  compiler  of  this  record  is  grateful  to  all  persons  who  responded  to 
requests  for  information.  She  regrets  that  some  failed  to  respond,  and  also 
regrets  that  there  are  many  of  the  descendants  of  Reuben  and  Almira  who  were 
not  contacted  as  their  addresses  were  not  known.  The  compiler  is  also  sorry 
that  a  standard  questionnaire  was  not  used.  If  it  had  been,  uniform  data 
would  have  been  requested  from  all  persons  and  much  correspondence  saved. 
Please  excuse  omissions  and  mistakes. 


O  Of.O  c*.  fnl'»  ,  Ei-.ni  9.  iv.  ■  .f  ,  -  tv?? 


Reuben  Seymour 


First  Generation* 


Reuben  Seymour,  born  March  23,  1794,  at  Galway,  Saratoga  Co.,  New  York, 
son  of  Zadock  and  Naomi  (Munger)  Seymour.  Married  at  Pompey  Hill,  Onondago 
Co.,  N.  Y.  on  Jan.  1,  1817  to  Almira  Haynes,  married  by  Jabes  Chadwick,  sworn 
to  by  Elizur  Seymour  and  Elizabeth  Bliss.  She  was  born  April  12,  1795.  They 
lived  at  Pompey  Hill,  at  Batavia,  Genesee  Co.,  at  Hartland  and  at  Lockport, 
Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  at  Camanche ,  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa. 

Children  (Second  Generation)  Born 


i  Charles  Leva  ter 
ii  Lucy  Haynes 

iii  William  Perdy 
iv  Stephen  Titus 
v  David  Alansen 
vi  Thomas  Monroe 

vii  Alfred  M. 


Mar.  9,  1818 
Nov.  15,  1820 
(Died  Dec.  28,  1820) 
May  7,  1822 
Nov.  11,  1824 
May  12,  1826 
Aug.  29,  1828 
(Died  Aug.  27,  1844?) 
June  5,  1831 


War  Record 

Reuben  Seymour  fought  in  the  War  of  1812.  Some  descendants  think  he  was 
a  Sergeant,  but  no  such  official  record  is  found. 


On  March  10,  1851,  attorneys  at  Davenport  notified  him  that  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  Land  Warrant  from  the  Pension  Office  at  Washington  issued  in  his  favor 
for  forty  acres.  Between  1856  and  1872,  there  is  cor respondence  with  attorneys 

who  handled  old  Land  Warrant  claims  in  the  state  of  New  York. 

4  •*» 

The  papers  in  the  National  Archives,  Washington,  D  .C .  ,  include  an  affidavit 
dated  17th  day  of  April,  1871,  by  Reuben  Seymour  which  gives  his  war  record  as 
foil ows : 


A  member  of  Capt.  Asa  Wells  Co.  of  Col.  Clark’s  Regiment,  N.Y.  Militia. 

Called  into  U.S.  Service  on  about  the  3rd  day  of  April,  1813,  at  Pompey, 
Onondago  Co.;  was  at  Salina  in  active  service  4  days;  1st  of  May,  1813,  at 
Oswego  Falls,  in  active  service  for  20  days;  1st  day  of  Nov.  1813,  Smith’s 
Mill,  in  active  service  for  47  days,  making  71  days  in  active  service.  From 
April  3,  1813  to  Aug.  13,  1814,  was  ordered  to  be  ready  to  march  at  any  time, 
and  so  held  himself. 


He  was  discharged  about  Aug.  15,  1814.  In  1871,  Reuben  Seymour  applied 
for  and  received  a  pension  for  war  service  of  1812. 

Life  in  New  York  State 


Mr.  Seymour  was  a  Justice  of  Peace,  and  a  school  trustee,  and  had  various 
business  interests,  as  he  owned  land  and  had  stock  in  the  Lockport  bank.  From 


*This  data  obtained  from  old  letters,  Wm.  P.  Seymour’s  Bible,  (I),  and  other 
sources,  including  some  from  the  National  Archives,  Washington,  D .C . 
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Reuben  Seymour,  Cont. 


1828  to  1840,  he  operated  boats  on  the  Erie  Canal  between  Lockport  and  Albany, 
N.  Y.  He  and  the  family  lived  on  the  boat.  One  boat  was  named  Almira. 

The  following  story  was  told  by  William  Burton  Seymour  who  had  heard  it 
from  his  father,  Stephen  Titus  Seymour,  son  of  Reuben  Seymour.  Told  to  Henry 
James  Seymour,  a  cousin,  Oct.  15,  1934,  in  Iowa. 

Reuben  Seymour’s  Wheat  Dealings 

This  all  took  place  near  Syracuse,  Onondaga  County,  New  York  State  about 

1834. 


Reuben  Seymour  bought  wheat  on  a  large  scale  and  shipped  it  to  a  mill  in 
New  York  City.  The  last  few  shipments  of  wheat  were  not  settled  for  because 
of  the  failure  of  the  mill.  Reuben  Seymour  lost  everything.  After  this 
failure  he  bought  forty  acres  of  white  wood  timber.  He  secured  a  saw  mill  and 
sawed  lumber,  shipping  it  to  New  York  City  in  canal  boats  on  the  Erie  Canal. 
Reuben  accompanied  the  shipments  and  sold  the  lumber  in  New  York  for  one 
hundred  dollars  per  thousand  board  feet.  He  then  loaded  his  boats  with  clams 
and  oysters  and  had  them  towed  up  the  Hudson  River  to  the  Whitehall  Canal. 

He  sold  the  cargo  as  he  went  up  the  canal.  Then  he  loaded  his  boats  with 
fruit  and  sold  it  out  on  his  return  trip  home  on  the  Erie  Canal.  He  made 
three  thousand  dollars  on  all  of  the  shipments. 

Going  Wes  t 

Dec.  18,  1838,  Reuben  Seymour  wrote  from  Michigan  to  his  wife  in  Gasport, 
N.Y.  He  was  50  miles  from  Jacksonburg  and  there  were  New  York  people  all 
about.  He  sold  things  to  pay  expenses,  and  was  going  on  to  Iowa  territory, 
the  greatest  name  of  all. 

Nov.  16,  1839,  Geo.  Judson  of  Johnson’s  Creek,  N.  Y.,  notified  Mr.  Seymour 
at  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  that  everything  he  possessed  in  New  York  had  been 
attached  including  his  scow  boat,  the  Ox  of  Gasport.  It  was  suggested  that 
the  boat  be  sold  to  pay  the  indebtedness.  Apparently  he  had  borrowed  money 
for  living  expenses  of  the  family  while  he  went  West. 

In  1840  and  1841,  letters  were  addressed  to  him  at  Warrenville,  Ill.  In 
1842,  Reuben  Seymour  was  at  Camanche,  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa.  In  1843,  he  was 
cutting  timber  from  his  island  claim. 

Life  in  Iowa 

In  Iowa,  Mr.  Seymour  and  his  family  apparently  lived  in  the  country  near 
Camanche  where  he  and  his  sons  were  engaged  in  farming.  He  handled  business 
transactions  for  Alfred  Churchill  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  for  Col.  Martin  and 
Lionel  Worth  of  Davenport  all  of  whom  owned  land  in  Clinton  Co.  Obviously 
they  had  known  one  another  in  "York  State."  (More  information  about  these 
men  follows  "Ancestors  of  Almira  Seymour.")  There  are  also  letters  from  other 
persons  in  the  East  about  buying  land,  one  being  from  a  man  in  Franklin,  Conn, 
who  wanted  120  acres  of  land. 

He  was  Judge  of  Probate  Court  and  was  addressed  as  Judge  Seymour.  He  was 
a  staunch  Democrat.  Several  articles  that  he  wrote  have  been  kept.  They  are 
in  regard  to  the  political  situation  in  our  country  before  the  Civil  War  and 
were  prepared  for  speeches  or  for  publication. 
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Reuben  Seymour,  Cont. 


The  editor  of  the  Camanche  Register  asked  Judge  Seymour  to  write  a  history 
of  the  early  settlement  of  Camanche  and  vicinity,  being  ’’confident  that  the 
publication  of  an  article  of  that  kind  would  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  place, 
and  be  of  much  interest  to  old  citizens  as  well  as  new."  It  would  also  be  of 
interest  to  the  Seymour  descendants  if  a  copy  of  the  article  had  been  saved. 

It  is  evident  that  he  had  stock  in  the  Camanche,  Albany  and  Mendota  R.R. 

Co.  On  April  30,  1859,  he  was  notified  of  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  to 
vote  on  question  of  consolidating  said  Company  with  the  Joliet  &  Terre  Haute 
Ra  ilroad  Co . 

In  their  later  years,  Reuben  and  Almira  lived  with  their  son,  Chas . 

Leva  ter.  In  a  letter  of  Sept.  9,  1957,  the  pastor  of  the  Lyons,  Iowa, 

Methodist  Church,  says  that  the  old  church  records  show  that  both  Reuben  and 
Almira  Seymour,  also  several  members  of  the  family,  were  affiliated  with  the 
old  Tabernacle  (Methodist  Church)  south  of  Clinton,  near  Camanche.  This  was 
part  of  the  Charleston  (now  Sabula)  circuit. 

Reuben  died  July  18,  1872  and  Almira  died  Feb.  12,  1881,  and  both  were 
buried  in  Rose  Hill  Cemetery,  near  Camanche. 

Almira  Haynes  Seymour 

Almira  (Haynes)  Seymour,  was  born  April  12,  1795,  at  Monson,  Mass., 
daughter  of  David  and  Eunice  (King)  Haynes.  There  is  no  further  record  of  her 
life  prior  to  her  marriage.  During  the  time  her  husband  operated  a  canal  boat, 
the  family  lived  on  the  boat,  and  she  experienced  the  difficulties  and  excite¬ 
ment  of  keeping  house  there. 

Many  letters  which  she  received  from  her  grandchildren  in  later  years 
have  been  preserved.  They  all  indicate  much  love  and  admiration  for  their 
grandmother.  They  often  mention  sending  her  pieces  of  their  dress  materials 
for  her  use  in  piecing  quilts.  Her  granddaughter,  Asenath  Walker,  had  one  of 
her  beautiful  quilts  and  gave  it  to  her  granddaughter,  Thelma  (Walker)  Bemis . 

Henry  J.  Seymour  wrote  J.C.W.  on  March  9,  1944,  as  follows:  "I  don’t 
remember  seeing  my  Grandfather  but  I  remember  my  Grandma  Seymour  very  distinctly. 
She  always  wore  a  head  gear,  was  not  very  tall,  and  she  was  quite  dark  com¬ 
plected.  My  Uncle  Titus’  son  Burton  told  me  she  was  of  French  descent." 

After  her  husband’s  death,  Mrs.  Seymour  received  a  pension  of  $8  a  month. 

She  died  Feb.  12,  1881.  The  following  is  quoted  from  her  obituary  in  the 
Clinton  Age,  Feb.  18,  1881: 

"Mrs.  Almira  Seymour,  one  of  the  old  time  settlers  of  this  county,  died 
at  the  residence  of  her  son,  C.  L.  Seymour,  on  Saturday  last  at  the  ripe  old 
age  85  years.  Mrs.  Seymour  was  well  known  and  highly  respected  in  this  com¬ 
munity,  for  her  acts  of  charity  on  all  occasions.  The  funeral  took  place 
Thursday,  at  the  residence  and  the  remains  were  interred  in  the  Camanche 
ceme  tery . " 
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Excerpts  from  Pension  papers  of  Almira  Seymour 
Act  of  March  9,  1878  -  War  of  1812 
Department  of  the  Interior,  Pension  Office 
Washington,  D  .C  .  ,  August  8,  1878 

Madam:  You  are  hereby  notified  that  your  claim  for  pension,  No.  7573  under 

Act  of  March  9,  1878,  has  been  allowed  at  eight  dollars  per  month,  commencing 
March  9,  1878,  payable  at  the  U.  S.  Pension  Agency  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa . 

The  fee  to  be  paid  your  attorney  for  the  prosecution  of  your  claim  is 
$10.00.  Very  respectfully,  J.  A.  Bentley,  Commissioner.  To  Almira  Seymour, 
Clinton,  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa 

There  is  a  copy  of  the  voucher  signed  by  Almira  Seymour,  widow  of  Reuben, 
who  was  a  private  in  P.  N.  Y.  Militia. 

Reimbursement  Notice,  from  Department  of  the  Interior,  Pension  Office, 
August  12,  1881,  directs  payment  of  expenses  of  Almira  Seymour’s  last  sickness 
and  burial,  Undertaker's  bill  of  $20.00.  The  notice  addressed  to  C .  L.  Seymour, 
C 1 inton ,  Iowa . 


Ancestors  of 
Almira  Haynes  Seymour 

The  descendants  of  Almira  Haynes  Seymour  will  no  doubt  be  interested  to 
know  something  of  her  ancestry.  The  following  information  is  taken  from  the 
book  Walter  Haynes  of  Wiltshire,  England,  and  Sudbury,  Mass.  (J):  The  first 
Haynes  to  settle  in  the  "new  world"  was  Walter,  who  was  born  in  Devonshire, 
England.  He  and  his  family  sailed  from  Southampton,  England,  April  24,  1638, 
on  the  good  Shipp  the  Confidence  of  London.  The  list  of  the  names  of  the 
Passengers  included  Walter  Haynd,  age  55,  of  Sutton  Mandeville,  in  the  County 
of  Wilts,  Eng.,  Linnen  weaver,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  Thomas,  John,  and 
Josias,  their  sons  under  26  years  of  age,  Suffrane  and  Mary  their  daughters, 
and  3  servants.  Their  daughter  Elizabeth  was  married  and  staid  in  England. 
They  settled  in  Sudbury,  Massachusetts,  where  he  became  a  respected  and  influ¬ 
ential  citizen. 

David  Haynes  (5th  generation  from  Walter)  was  born  Jan.  4,  1730/31.  He 
married  July  15,  1756,  Mary  Burt  of  Br imf ie Id ,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Major  Daniel 
and  Margaret  (Colton)  Burt,  born  Sept.  21,  1738.  David^  enlisted  in  the 
Expedition  against  Canada  in  the  French  War  and  died  in  that  war,  April  25, 
1757,  just  where  is  not  known.  They  had  a  son,  David  who  was  born  Sept.  29, 
1756  in  Brimfield,  Mass.  Widow  Mary  Haynes  married  Isaac  Bowman  of  Woodstock, 
Conn.  After  his  death,  she  married  Dr.  Erasmus  Babbitt  of  Sturbridge,  Mass. 
She  died  Dec.  27,  1825  at  the  home  of  her  son  David^  in  Monson,  Mass. 

David^  Haynes  at  age  of  15  was  apprenticed  to  a  silversmith  in  Norwich, 
Conn.  When  the  Revolution  broke  out,  he  volunteered  for  3  months,  and  was 
stationed  at  Rye,  L.I.  to  guard  military  stores.  When  his  enlistment  expired, 
he  went  to  Palmer,  Mass.  David^  married  Eunice  King,  who  was  born  Jan.  1, 
1759.  She  was  a  descendant  of  John  King,  the  first  settler  of  Palmer,  and  was 
daughter  of  Dea .  Thomas  and  Jemima  (Miller)  King  of  Springfield,  Mass.  David^ 
died  Oct.  24,  1827,  and  Eunice  died  July  1,  1829. 
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Ancestors  of 

Almira  Haynes  Seymour,  Cont. 


Children  of  David  and  Eunice  (King)  Haynes: 


i 

Polly  Burt 

V 

David 

ii 

Lucy  King 

vi 

Mercy  Burt 

iii 

Eunice 

vii 

Re  uben 

iv 

Henry 

viii 

Fanny 

ix 

Almira,  born  April  12, 

1795,  Monson,  Mass.,  married  Reuben  Seymour 

X 

Laura 

xiii 

Ade line 

xi 

E  liza 

xiv 

Roder ick 

xii 

Winthrop  Allen 

A  copy  of  the  Haynes  Coat  of  Arms  is  in  the  book.  It  bears  a  picture  of 
a  greyhound,  also  of  an  eagle  with  wings  expanded  preying  on  a  tortoise.  In 
the  description  on  page  15,  it  is  shown  "that  the  arms  were  confirmed  to 
Thomas  Hayne  of  Fryer  Waddon  Co.,  Dorset  (England)  on  4  Sept.  1607." 

Alfred  Churchill 

Alfred  Churchill,  owner  of  Bagg’s  Hotel,  Utica,  New  York,  purchased  land 
in  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa.  His  son,  Daniel,  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  communicated  with 
Reuben  Seymour  in  regard  to  business  about  same. 

A  statement  of  facts  (1847  to  1856)  by  Reuben  Seymour  shows  he  assisted 
Mr.  Churchill  in  locating  1560  acres  of  land  including  timber  in  Clinton  Co. 

Mr.  Hart  bought  some  of  this  land  for  building  a  mill.  After  building  a  dam, 
water  overflowed  the  land.  There  are  suggestions  in  letter  of  Oct.  25,  1854, 
from  Mr.  Churchill  about  preventing  this.  Later,  Hart’s  Mill  was  a  landmark 
in  the  community. 

At  one  time,  Wm.  P.  Seymour  and  his  family  lived  on  a  Churchill  farm,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Churchill  visited  them  every  summer  to  check  business  affairs. 

They  brought  presents  to  the  children. 

In  1856,  a  letter  stated  that  the  railroad  from  the  East  terminated  at  the 
Mississippi  River. 


Col.  Selden  Martin 
Lionel  Worth 

The  History  of  St.  Joseph  Co.,  Michigan,  (K),  states  that  Selden  and 
Joseph  Martin  were  there  in  1829.  (They  were  from  Utica,  N.Y.  where  Selden  is 
said  to  have  had  a  hotel.)  Selden  Martin  was  elected  colonel  of  the  11th  regi¬ 
ment  of  the  Michigan  militia.  His  sister,  Asenath,  married  John  Seymour,  be- 
coming  his  second  wife.  They  had  a  daughter,  Cynthia.  After  John’s  death, 
Asenath  married  Lionel  Worth.  Later  they  moved  to  Davenport,  Iowa.  In  1854 
and  1856,  Col.  Martin  corresponded  with  Reuben  Seymour  about  Alfred  Churchill's 
property  in  Clinton  Co. 

Cynthia  Seymour  went  to  Utica  with  the  Churchill  family  and  attended 
school.  She  married  William  Renwick  of  Davenport  in  1855.  (A  sketch  of  him 
follows  sketch  of  Sarah  Ann  Seymour.) 

Lionel  Worth  died  in  1852.  On  May  29,  1852,  Reuben  Seymour  was  appointed 
to  appraise  Worth's  estate.  On  June  26,  1852,  he  was  appointed  guardian  of 
Charlotte  Worth  and  John  Worth,  minor  children.  From  1853  to  1856,  Col. Martin 
and  Asenath  Worth  made  many  inquiries  about  business  in  connection  with  his 
estate  and  their  land  in  Clinton  County.  Cynthia  M.  Seymour  attended  school 
at  Cl inton,  N.Y. 
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MRS.  WILLIAM  P.  SEYMOUR 


MR.  &  MRS.  STEPHEN  T.  SEYMOUR 


MRS.  ALFRED  M.  SEYMOUR 


PLAT  OF  LAND  IN  CLINTON  COUNTY  IN  WHICH 


REUBEN  SEYMOUR  WAS  INTERESTED  AS  AGENT. 
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Charles  L.  Seymour  Family 


^Charles  Leva  ter  Seymour  (Uncle  Vate)  was  born  on  March  19,  1818,  in 
Genesee  Co.,  N.Y.,  son  of  Reuben  and  Almira  (Haynes)  Seymour.  He  married, 
first,  in  1840,  at  Hartland,  Niagara  Co.,  N.Y.,  Clarissa  Day,  a  native  of  Ver¬ 
mont.  She  died  on  May  3,  1861,  aged  44  yrs .  2  ms.  25  ds .  He  married,  second, 
Mrs.  Mary  Wilson,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  Methodists.  As  a  young 
man,  Charles  L.  assisted  his  father  in  his  business  activities  in  New  York 
state.  In  1839,  he  leased  a  farm.  In  1840,  he  was  with  his  father  and  brother, 
William,  at  Warrenville,  Ill.  where  the  two  young  men  lived  until  1842.  Then 
they  moved  to  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  farming  with  their  father.  In 
1843,  Charles  L.  bought  a  farm  near  Camanche ,  where  the  family  lived  for  many 
years.  When  he  moved  into  Clinton  years  later,  his  son,  Edgar,  lived  on  the 
farm.  Charles  L.  died  Oct.  4,  1902.  He  and  Clarissa  were  buried  in  Rose  Hill 
Cemetery,  Camanche,  Iowa. 

Children  (Third  Generation)  of  Charles  L.  and  Clarissa  Seymour, 
i  Charles  S. 

ii  Julia  E.  married  Charles  Seymour,  a  distant  cousin, 
iii  Oscar  W. 
iv  Martha  J. 

v  Marvin  L.  died  May  11,  1878,  30  yrs.  3  mos .  26  das. 
vi  Marcus  D. 

vii  Franklin,  died  at  Breckenr  idge ,  Colo.  Oct. 23, 1875,  24  yrs.  8  mos.  26  das. 
viii  Alfred  L. 
ix  Edgar  D. 

*Da ta  in  first  three  sentences  taken  from  History  of  Clinton  Co. ,  Iowa,  (L). 
Data  about  deaths  taken  from  tombstones  in  Rose  Hill  Cemetery. 

Oscar  W.  Seymour  and  his  wife  lived  in  Clinton  and  had  a  son  Bernie. 


Edgar  D.  Seymour  Family 

Edgar  D.  Seymour  married  Addie  Church.  They  lived  on  his  father’s  farm 
west  of  Clinton,  and  later  at  1524  Bluff  Road  in  Clinton. 

Children  (Fourth  Generation)  r 

i  Ernie  R.  Address  is  929  -  4th  Ave . ,  S.,  Clinton 
ii  Howard  LeRoy 

iii  Olive,  lives  with  Mrs.  Blanch  E.  (Church)  Perrin,  her  mother’s  sister, 
at  127§  S.  Dillon  St.,  Los  Angeles  57,  Calif. 

Howard  LeRoy  Seymour,  son  of  Edgar  D.  and  Addie  (Church)  Seymour,  married 
Nan  D.  Schlunz.  Address  is  1846  -  14th  Ave.,  S.,  Clinton,  Iowa. 

Children  (Fifth  Generation)  Born  Place 

i  Russell  M.  Sept.  8,  1913  Clinton,  Iowa 

ii  Dale  E.  July  9,  1916 

Russell  M.  Seymour,  born  Sept.  8,  1913,  in  Clinton,  Iowa,  son  of  Howard 
LeRoy  and  Nan  D.  (Schlunz)  Seymour.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and  gradu¬ 
ated  from  high  school,  and  also  attended  Wartburg  College  in  Clinton  for  one 
year.  He  was  married  on  March  11,  1939,  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  to  Zeta  M. 
Rutledge.  From  1943  to  1946,  Russell  served  in  the  U.S.  Army,  14  months  of  the 
time  being  in  Germany  and  other  European  countries.  Since  1941,  he  has  been  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  E. I. DuPont  Co.  as  an  Electrician.  Address  is  317  Thorwaldsen, 
Clinton,  Iowa.  _ 
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Edgar  D. 

Seymour  Family,  Cont. 

Children  (Sixth  Generation) 

Born 

P  la  ce 

i  Vicki  Sue 

1948 

C linton , 

Iowa 

ii  Marcia  Nan 

1951 

r  f 

?  t 

Dale  E.  Seymour,  born  July  9 

,  1916 ,  in  C linton , 

I owa  ,  s  on 

of  Howard 

LeRoy  and  Nan  D.  (Schlunz)  Seymour.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
including  high  school,  and  at  the  Scovill  School  of  Commerce,  Clinton.  Dale 
is  now  a  Government  Accountant  at  Washington,  D .C .  Some  of  his  interesting 
and  thrilling  experiences  there  are  as  follows:  He  heard  President  Roosevelt 
announce  that  State  of  War  existed  between  the  United  States  and  Japan  on 
Dec.  7,  1941,  and  was  in  the  crowd  on  the  Capitol  grounds  when  the  President 
made  his  speech  to  the  joint  session  of  Congress  about  same.  He  also  wit¬ 
nessed  the  inaugural  parades  of  President  Truman  in  1949  and  of  President 
Eisenhower  in  1953.  Dale  was  married  on  Oct.  5,  1946,  at  Easton,  Maryland, 
to  Amy  Mareda  Secrist,  born  Feb.  28,  1920,  daughter  of  Ida  and  Moses  Secrist. 
Address  is  1526  Oakland  Ave  .  ,  Falls  Church,  Va . 

Children  (Sixth  Generation)  Born 

i  Gary  LeRoy  July  28,  1950 

ii  Betty  Ade le  April  13,  1958 

William  P.  Seymour  Family 

William  Perdy  Seymour  (Uncle  Will)  was  born  in  New  York  State ,^May  7, 

1822,  son  of  Reuben  and  Almira  (Haynes)  Seymour.  His  early  years  were  spent 
with  his  family  in  N.  Y.  A  receipt  dated  Oct.  21,  1840,  shows  board  was 
$1.75  per  week  at  that  time.  When  his  father  went  West,  William  staid  with 

his  mother  at  Mr.  Wearings  in  Gasport,  N.  Y.  In  1840,  he  was  with  his  brother, 

Chas .  Levater  and  their  father  at  Warrenville,  Du  Page  Co.,  Ill.  They  engaged 
in  farming  and  the  young  men  staid  there  until  1842  or  1843  before  joining 
their  parents  in  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa.  William  married  April  20,  1846,  Sarah 
Ann  Seymour,  daughter  of  John  Seymour.  (A  sketch  of  her  life  is  given  later.) 

For  several  years  he  rented  different  farms  near  Camanche .  The  Articles 
of  Agreement  between  him  and  the  owners  show  that  rent  was  paid  with  a  share 
of  the  crops.  He  rented  the  Churchill  farm  and  at  one  time  owned  a  farm.  At 
times  the  family  lived  in  Lyons.  In  a  letter  written  Oct.  30,  1863  to  his 
father  who  was  visiting  in  New  York  State,  he  said  he  "sold  out  in  the  fanning 

mill  shop"  and  was  working  for  Haslet  &  Brown  for  $96.00  a  month. 

Recent  information  from  the  Iowa  Masonic  Library,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
shows  that  "William  P.  Seymour  was  a  member  in  good  standing  in  Lyons  Lodge 
No.  93  at  Clinton  (then  called  Lyons)  Iowa,  at  the  time  of  his  death."  He 
acted  as  Marshal  of  the  Day  when  there  was  a  celebration  and/or  parade.  His 
grandson,  G.  A.  Walker,  had  the  spur  he  used  when  riding  a  horse  at  such 
times.  He  became  Custodian  of  the  Clinton  Co.  Poor  Farm,  near  Charlotte, 

Iowa.  One  day,  he  and  a  cousin  were  hauling  a  sewing  machine  in  a  light  wagon 
and  he  stood  near  it  to  steady  it.  A  man  shot  at  some  birds  and  frightened 
the  horses  and  they  jumped.  He  was  thrown  to  the  ground  and  was  injured  so 
severely  that  he  lived  but  a  short  time.  He  died  March  12,  1872.  He  was 
buried  in  Rose  Hill  Cemetery,  Camanche,  Iowa.  Later  his  wife  was  buried  there 
also.  Mr.  Seymour  was  very  attractive  and  well  liked.  He  was  a  Methodist. 
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William  P.  Seymour  Family,  Cont. 


Children  (Third  Generation)  Born 


i  Reuben 

ii  Selden  William 
iii  Lurena  Adelaide 
iv  Asenath  De  Etta 
v  Cynthia  Arrilan 
vi  Henry  James 
vii  May  Bell 


Feb.  7,  1847 
Died  April  6,  1847 
Oct.  4,  1848 
Dec.  15,  1850 
July  9,  1853 
June  10,  1859 
Dec.  21,  1865 
June  15,  1869 


Sarah  Ann  Seymour 
And  her  father,  John  Seymour 

Sarah  Ann  Seymour  was  born  Sept.  21,  1829,  at  White  Pigeon,  Michigan,  or 
at  Perrysburg,  Ohio.  Her  parents  lived  in  both  towns.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
John  Seymour,  a  dry  goods  merchant  from  England.  He  went  abroad  to  purchase 
goods.  His  chest  in  which  merchandise  was  shipped  is  still  in  existence.  Her 
mother,  whose  name  is  not  known,  died  when  Sarah  was  very  young.  At  the  age  of 
ten,  Sarah  and  her  twin  sister,  Matilda,  were  being  prepared  to  be  sent  to  a 
school  at  a  Catholic  convent.  However,  Matilda  died  and  Sarah  was  never  sent. 

As  there  is  no  information  about  John  Seymour’s  ancestors,  it  it  not  known 
whether  he  was  related  to  Reuben  Seymour  or  not,  though  some  persons  supposed 
there  was  a  relationship.  He  married  as  his  second  wife,  Asenath  Martin,  who 
became  known  as  "Old  Ma."  Their  daughter  Cynthia  was  born  Jan.  21,  1832.  John 
died  in  April,  1832.  "Old  Ma"  and  Cynthia  received  everything  he  had  and  Sarah 
received  nothing.  Asenath  Martin  was  a  sister  to  Selden  and  Daniel  Martin. 

They  were  relatives  of  the  Churchill  family.  (For  more  information  about  them, 
see  sketch  of  Reuben  Seymour.)  Before  John  died,  he  gave  Sarah  to  Grandma 
Martin,  mother  of  persons  mentioned  above.  Asenath  (Martin)  Seymour  later 
married  Lionel  Worth. 

The  above  information  was  obtained  from  letters  written  by  Sarah’s 
daughters,  Asenath  Walker  on  May  22,  1925,  May  Seymour  on  Sept.  18,  1932,  and 
Lura  Draper  on  Dec.  10,  1934,  to  J.C.W.  and  from  information  in  family  record 
kept  by  Uncle  Henry.  They  had  made  notes-  of  what  their  mother  had  told  them. 

The  notes  show  that  the  Martins  and  the  Seymour  girls  went  from  Michigan  to 
Iowa  in  1846.  It  is  understood  that  Sarah  drove  a  team  of  horses  on  the  trip. 
Apparently  they  went  at  an  earlier  date,  as  she  married  William  P.  Seymour,  a 
resident  of  Iowa,  on  April  20,  1846. 

After  her  husband’s  death,  she  and  the  single  children  lived  at  Charlotte, 
each  one  doing  a  share  to  support  them.  At  different  times,  she  lived  with  her 
married  children  and  with  her  son,  Henry,  near  Miles,  Iowa.  Later  she  was  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  with  her  daughters  Pet  and  May,  and  lived  with  them  in  Chicago, 
Ill.  where  she  died  Oct.  22,  1902.  In  her  later  years,  she  pieced  beautiful 
quilts  as  a  pastime.  (I  still  use  one  of  them.  -  J.C.W.) 

May's  tribute  to  her  mother,  Sarah  Ann.  "She  was  a  Seymour  and  some  lady . " 


The  following  is  from  the  Sabula,  Iowa,  Gazette: 

"Mrs.  Wm.  P.  Seymour  Dead. 

"Mrs.  W.  R.  Walker,  of  this  city,  received  a  telegram  Wednesday,  announcing 
the  death  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Wm.  P.  Seymour,  at  her  home  in  Englewood,  Chicago, 
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Sarah  Ann  Seymour 

And  her  father,  John  Seymour,  Cont. 

on  that  day.  Deceased  was  well  known  in  this  city  and  vicinity,  where  she 
made  her  home  with  her  children  for  a  number  of  years,  but  for  some  time  past 
has  been  making  her  home  with  her  daughters,  Misses  Pet  and  May,  in  Chicago. 

Her  health  has  been  gradually  failing  for  the  past  year  or  more  and  her  death 
was  due  to  a  complication  of  ailments  consequent  upon  old  age,  her  age  at  time 
of  death  being  73  years  and  1  month. 

"Mrs.  Seymour  was  one  of  the  pioneer  residents  of  Clinton  county  where 
she  moved  in  the  early  forties,  and  where  she  resided  many  years.  Her  husband, 
Wm.  P.  Seymour,  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1873,  warden  of  the  Clinton 
county  poor  farm,  and  few  men  were  more  widely  known  or  thoroughly  respected 
throughout  the  county.  Mrs.  Seymour  was  an  honest,  unassuming  woman  who  con¬ 
centrated  all  her  energies  in  her  home  life,  a  model  wife  and  mother,  loved  and 
respected  by  all  who  came  in  contact  with  her,  and  she  will  be  kindly  remembered 
by  a  large  circle  of  friends  in  this  and  Clinton  counties. 

"The  remains  were  brought  to  Camanche ,  Clinton  county,  Friday  morning  for 
interment  in  the  family  lot  in  the  cemetery  at  that  place  by  the  side  of  the 
husband  who  had  gone  before." 

William  Renwick 

In  the  Biographical  and  Portrait  Gallery  of  Scott  County,  Iowa,  1895,  (M), 
this  information  is  given  about  the  Renwick  family: 

James  Renwick  was  from  Scotland.  His  son,  William,  was  born  in  Liverpool, 
and  was  educated  there.  In  1846.,  they  came  to  this  country  and  settled  in 
Davenport.  William  was  one  of  the  first  students  of  Iowa  College  there.  His 
father  was  in  the  grain  and  commission  business.  In  1852,  he  became  engaged 
in  the  lumber  trade,  and  in  1859,  William  Renwick  was  sole  proprietor  of  a 
lumber  mill.  His  genius  for  operating  on  a  large  scale  became  conspicuously 
apparent.  He  had  a  wonderful  capacity  for  organizing  large  enterprises  and  had 
keen  foresight.  He  married  first  in  1855  Miss  Cynthia  Seymour  of  Davenport. 

He  traveled  much  with  his  family  both  in  this  country  and  abroad  until  1877 
when  Mrs.  Renwick  died.  In  the  course  of  their  travels,  many  art  treasures  of 
Europe  were  collected  and  transferred  to  their  beautiful  residence  in  Davenport, 
serving  to  make  it  one  of  the  most  notable  homes  in  Iowa.  He  died  January  12, 
1889. 


Selden  W.  Seymour  Family 

Selden  William  Seymour  was  born  in  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa,  on  Oct.  4,  1848, 
son  of  William  Perdy  and  Sarah  Ann  Seymour.  His  boyhood  was  spent  with  his 
parents  on  farms  near  Camanche,  and  in  Lyons.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
and  also  the  Wes  tern  I llinois  College .  He  married  Dec.  14,  1871,  Mary  Jane 

Depue  at  the  home  of  her  brother,  Ben  Depue,  near  Miles,  Iowa.  He  operated 

the  County  Farm  at  Charlotte  after  his  father's  death.  They  lived  at  Bryant 
in  1873  and  later  farmed  at  Vernon  Prairie. 

Selden  and  his  family  drove  to  western  Iowa  in  1881  and  lived  in  a  log 
cabin  on  the  farm  of  Steve  Depue  at  Ute ,  Monona  Co.  At  that  time  friendly 

Indians  roamed  about  and  often  peeked  in  windows.  Mrs.  Seymour  would  hide  the 

children  under  the  clothes  basket  and  wash  tubs  until  the  Indians  went  away. 

In  1881,  he  bought  a  farm  at  Charter  Oak,  Crawford  Co.  He  pioneered  in  using 
modern  equipment,  such  as  a  hay  stacker,  also  a  hay  fork  to  hoist  hay  into  the 
barn.  He  was  a  member  of  the  I.O.O.F.  No.  105,  Charter  Oak,  and  Encampment 
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Selden  W.  Seymour  Family,  Cont. 


No.  142.  In  1894,  Mr.  Seymour,  a  Republican,  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Crawford 
County,  which  was  Democratic.  He  was  called  Dad  by  people  generally.  He  was 
a  large  man  and  very  jovial,  so  was  well  suited  to  this  office.  The  family 
lived  at  Denison,  the  county  seat.  The  prisoners  at  the  county  jail  loved  Mrs. 
Seymour  for  serving  them  good  food  and  being  kind  to  them, and  they  called  her 
Mother.  After  serving  two  terms  as  Sheriff,  Selden  became  an  Auctioneer  and 
Real  Estate  salesman.  He  lived  several  years  at  Ft.  Laramie,  Wyoming,  and  was 
buried  there,  having  died  on  Aug.  3,  1926,  in  a  hospital  at  Savannah,  Missouri. 

Mary  Jane  (Depue)  Seymour  was  born  at  Port  Dover,  Ontario,  Canada,  on 
Aug.  23,  1847,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary  Depue  who  were  of  French  ancestry. 
When  Mary  Jane  was  12  years  old,  her  mother  died  and  she  became  housekeeper  for 
her  brothers.  The  Depue  family  moved  to  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa,  near  Miles.  During 
her  later  life  she  lived  with  her  son  Ralph  at  Ainsworth,  Neb.  She  died  on 
May  15,  1915,  and  was  buried  there.  Always  a  "good  neighbor,"  she  was  loved  by 
her  many  friends. 


Children  (Fourth  Generation) 

Born 

P  la  ce 

i 

William  Perdy 

Oct . 

19,  1872 

C  lint  on  Co.  ,  Iowa 

Died  -  Nov. 

19,  1872 

ii 

Frederick  H. 

De  c . 

3,  1873 

ft  If  If 

iii 

Ra lph  De  ca  tur 

Aug. 

7,  1880 

It  ft  ft 

iv 

Clyde  John 

Oct . 

3,  1881 

Ute ,  Monona  Co.,  Iowa 

There  were  also  twin  girls 

who  died  at 

bir  th . 

Frederick  H.  Seymour,  born 

in  C  1  in  ton 

Co.  ,  Iowa  , 

Dec.  3,  1873,  son  of 

Selden  W.  and  Mary  Jane  (Depue)  Seymour.  During  boyhood,  he  lived  with  his 
family,  and  he  attended  Bus iness .Col lege  at  Denison,  Iowa.  He  married,  first, 
in  1895,  Louise  Carter,  an  actress  of  Denison.  For  a  time  they  acted  in  stock 
shows.  They  were  divorced  in  1912.  He  married,  second,  Nell,  whose  address 
is  Rochester,  Ind.  He  continued  in  circus  and  show  business,  being  with  several 
different  companies.  He  organized  Cole  Bros.  Circus  and  managed  it  for  several 
years.  He  died  Jan.  25,  1943,  and  was  buried  at  Albion,  Mich. 

Frederick  and  Louise  had  one  daughter,  Philemon,  (Fifth  Generation)  born 
in  1902.  She  and  her  mother  live  in  Hollywood,  Calif. 

Ralph  Decatur  Seymour  was  born  in  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa,  on  Aug.  7,  1880,  son 
of  Selden  W.  and  Mary  Jane  (Depue)  Seymour.  His  parents  moved  to  Crawford  Co., 
Iowa,  when  he  was  young,  and  his  boyhood  was  spent  there.  At  age  of  16  he 
worked  as  a  laborer  at  Civil  Engineering  on  railroad  construction  and  mainte¬ 
nance.  Later  he  took  up  a  homestead  at  Ainsworth,  Neb.  He  married  on  June  16, 
1909,  Ada  C.  Rucker  of  Lincoln,  Neb.  In  1937,  they  moved  to  Weiser,  Idaho. 

Since  1915,  he  has  done  Auction  work,  selling  farms  and  livestock.  They  located 
at  Centralia,  Wash.,  in  1942,  where  he  and  his  son,  Ross,  operate  a  successful 
Auctioneering  business,  the  Twin  City  Sales.  Address  is  1203  So.  Gold, 

Centra  1 ia ,  Wash . 

Ada  (Rucker)  Seymour  was  born  May  11,  1888,  at  Lincoln,  Neb.  After  finish¬ 
ing  school,  she  took  an  Art  course  at  the  University  of  Nebraska.  She  was  a 
talented  pianist  and  singer.  Ada’s  mother  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  the 
United  States  at  age  of  14.  She  now  lives  at  Ainsworth,  Neb.,  and  is  90  years 
of  age.  Ada’s  father,  Jonathon  Pierson  Rucker,  was  born  in  Indiana.  He  was  a 
letter  carrier  at  Lincoln,  Neb.,  and  later  had  a  homestead  near  Ainsworth  where 
he  died  in  1926.  Ada  Seymour  died  Sept.  11,  1958,  after  a  short  illness,  and 
was  buried  at  Mountain  View  Burial  Park,  Centralia. 
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Selden  W.  Seymour  Family,  Cont. 


Children  (Fifth  Generation) 

Born 

1 

Ross  Decatur 

June 

9, 

1910 

ii 

Ruth 

Nov . 

14, 

1912 

iii 

Lois 

July 

17, 

1914 

iv 

Richard  LeRoy 

July 

27, 

1916 

V 

He  len  E  lizabe  th 

She  lives  with  her  father 

Oc  t . 

20, 

1918 

Ross  Decatur  Seymour  was  born  June  9,  1910,  son  of  Ralph  Decatur  and  Ida 
(Rucker)  Seymour.  He  married  at  Ainsworth,  Neb.,  on  Nov.  26,  1930,  Mildred  J. 
Jackman.  He  is  in  business  with  his  father.  Address  is  1205  So.  Gold  St., 
Centralia,  Wash. 

Children  (Sixth  Generation)  Born 

i  Paul  Dana  Feb.  22,  1934 

ii  Michael  Scott  Dec.  3,  1939 

Paul  Dana  Seymour,  born  on  Feb.  22,  1934,  married  March  5,  1955,  Virdie 
Ann  Ray  of  New  Orleans,  La.  He  attends  the  University  of  Washington,  Seattle, 
Wash.,  taking  a  pre*=medical  course  which  was  completed  in  June,  1958,  and  has 
been  accepted  in  the  Medical  College  of  the  University.  He  is  employed  part 
time  in  a  Cleaning  Plant.  Address  is  6362  Radford  Drive,  Apt.  149,  Seattle, 
Wash . 

Children  (Seventh  Generation)  Born 

i  Kim  Dana  Jan.  13,  1956 

ii  Robbin  Oleta  July  8,  1957 

Michael  Scott  Seymour,  born  Dec.  3,  1939,  married  Feb.  22,  1958,  to 
Marlene  Collins  of  Centralia,  Wash.  He  is  Service  Representative  for  Todd  Co. 
Division  of  Burroughs  Corporation  at  Seattle,  Wash.  Address  is  2007  East  Lake, 
Apt.  30,  Seattle,  Wash. 

Ruth  Seymour,  born  Nov.  14,  1912,  daughter  of  Ralph  Decatur  and  Ada 
(Rucker)  Seymour.  She  married  at  Ainsworth,  Neb.,  Nov.  14,  1931,  Dale  Keith 
Wheeler,  Contractor  and  Builder.  Address  is  52  South  Knoll  Road,  Mill  Valley, 
Calif. 

*■ 

Lois  Seymour,  born  July  17,  1914,  daughter  of  Ralph  Decatur  and  Ada 
(Rucker)  Seymour.  She  married  Feb.  11,  1948,  Joe  Harlow,  a  Carpenter.  Address 
is  3908  East  Douglas,  Des  Moines  17,  Iowa. 

Richard  LeRoy  Seymour,  born  July  27,  1916,  son  of  Ralph  Decatur  and  Ada 
(Rucker)  Seymour.  He  married  Aug.  30,  1941,  Violet  Lucille  Haselwood.  He  was 
a  Bombardier  in  World  War  II,  having  enlisted  in  the  Army  Air  Force  in  1940. 

The  following  is  taken  from  stories  in  the  Centra lia-Cheha lis  Daily  Chronicle, 
Centralia,  Wash.,  in  April  1944  and  Oct.  1944:  Sergeant  Seymour  received  his 
gunner’s  wings  at  the  Tyndall  Field,  Florida,  Gunnery  School,  and  is  a  graduate 
of  Armament  School,  Lowry  Field,  Denver,  Colo.  He  received  the  Distinguished 
Flying  Cross,  the  Army  Air  Force’s  Air  Medal,  and  three  Oak  Leaf  Clusters,  and 
credit  for  27  combat  missions  against  Germany  and  Nazi-held  European  strong¬ 
holds.  His  targets  in  Germany  included  Rathaneau,  Keil,  Bremen,  Munich,  and 
Gotha.  After  completing  his  missions,  he  served  in  England  as  an  instructor. 
Richard  now  practices  Physical  Therapy  and  Faith  Healing.  Address  is  Route  1, 
Box  431,  Centralia,  Wash. 
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Selden  W.  Seymour  Family,  Cont. 

Children  (Sixth  Generation)  Born 

i  Richard  LeRoy,  Jr.  Oct.  17,  1942 

ii  Gary  Ralph  Mar.  28,  1947 

Clyde  John  Seymour  was  born  Oct.  3,  1881,  in  a  log  cabin  at  Ute ,  Monona 
County,  Iowa,  son  of  Selden  W.  and  Mary  Jane  (Depue)  Seymour.  He  married 
Oct.  7,  1902,  Genevieve  G.  McNamara,  at  Emmetsburg,  Iowa.  She  was  born  at 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Dillon)  McNamara.  He  was  a 
Railway  Conductor  and  Yardmaster  at  Cedar  Rapids.  At  marriage,  Clyde  joined 
the  Catholic  Church  as  Genevieve  belonged  to  that  church.  He  belongs  to  the 
Pasadena  Chapter  of  Sons  of  American  Revolution. 


Clyde  worked  on  the  farm  during  boyhood,  attended  high  school  at  Denison, 
and  worked  in  a  hotel,  and  there  met  a  survey  party  of  young  men  which  he  joined. 
He  took  a  correspondence  course  in  Civil  Engineering.  He  followed  this  pro¬ 
fession  in  construction  of  railroads,  dams  and  highways  in  various  states  and 
in  Alaska,  and  a  14-mile  tunnel  at  Boston,  Mass.  He  worked  on  Boulder  Dam, 
also  worked  near  Arctic  Circle  in  65°  below  zero  weather.  He  hunted  big  game 
and  caught  trout  to  supply  food  to  the  camp.  When  on  a  steamboat  on  Skeena 
River,  in  British  Columbia,  the  boat  was  held  up  for  42  hours  while  caribou  were 
crossing  the  river  on  their  annual  migration  movement  -  a  thrilling  experience. 


Clyde  and  Genevieve  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary  in  1952 
with  all  of  their  children  present.  Address  is  147  Nieto  Ave . ,  Long  Beach  3, 
Calif. 


Children  (Fifth  Generation) 
i  Vivian  Marie 
ii  William  Mack 
iii  Richard  Drake 
iv  C lyde  J. ,  Jr . 
v  Ronna  G. 
vi  Joseph 

vii  Geneita 


Born 

Sept.  13,  1903 
Dec.  13,  1904 

April  10,  1906 
May  28,  1908 
•  April  2,  1910 

Feb.  19,  1913 

Died  -  March  8,  1913 

July  2,  1915 


Vivian  Marie  Seymour,  born  Sept.  13,  1903,  at  Denison,  Iowa,  daughter  of 
Clyde  J.  and  Genevieve  (McNamara)  Seymoui;.  She  married,  first,  May  23,  1927, 
V.  W.  Johnson.  They  were  divorced.  She  married,  second,  Nov.  25,  1944, 

Dr.  C.  P.  Dunsmoor.  Address  is  12281  Dale  Ave.,  Garden  Grove,  Calif. 


i 

ii 

iii 


Children  of  first  marriage 
Donald  Johnson 
Joan  M.  " 

Robt.  B.  ” 


(Sixth  Generation)  Born 

Nov.  18,  1930 
Dec.  9,  1931 
Jan.  18,  1936 


Donald  Johnson,  born  Nov.  18,  1930.  He  has  been  in  the  Air  Force  for 
8  years,  having  spent  three  years  overseas  with  base  in  England.  He  married 
July  7,  1953,  Jean  Quaile,  an  English  girl.  They  have  been  located  at  the 
Scott  Air  Field,  Belleville,  Ill.  In  1958,  Donald  was  transferred  to  the  Air 
Force  Field  at  Bentwaters,  England. 


Children  (Seventh  Generation) 
i  Kimball  Johnson 
ii  Kathleen  " 
iii  Kelly  Ann  " 


Born 

Feb.  28,  1954 
Jan.  5,  1956 
Dec.  5,  1957 
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Selden  W.  Seymour  Family,  Cont. 


Joan  J.  Johnson,  born  Dec.  9,  1931,  married  Aug.  7,  1954,  Richard  Wallace. 
He  works  at  Aero  Jet  as  an  engineer  on  missile  construction.  Address  is 
9672  Cerritos  Ave  .  ,  Anaheim,  Calif. 


Child,  Richard  A.  Wallace  (Seventh  Generation)  born  Feb.  22,  1957 


William  Mack  Seymour,  born  at  Emmetsburg,  Iowa,  Dec.  13,  1904,  son  of 
Clyde  J.  and  Genevieve  (McNamara)  Seymour.  He  married  Jan.  21,  1935,  Glenn 
Critchfield.  He  is  a  Rancher  and  Mechanic  at  Lee  Vining,  Calif. 


Children  (Sixth  Generation) 
i  Patricia 
ii  Donna 
iii  Marcia 

Graduated  from  High  School,  June  11,  1958 
iv  Wm.  Mack,  Jr. 
v  Mary  Lynn 


Born 

Oct.  20,  1935 
April  3,  1937 
Oct.  4,  1941 

Jan.  19,  1943 
Sept.  8,  1945 


Patricia  Seymour,  born  Oct.  20,  1935,  married  May  12,  1956,  to  Gerald 
Saenz  (Jerry).  He  works  for  the  State  of  California  on  Maintenance  of  Highways 
in  the  high  Sierra  Mountains.  Address  is  Lee  Vining,  Calif. 


Child,  Mitchell  Saenz  (Seventh  Generation)  born  March  20,  1957 

Richard  Drake  Seymour,  born  at  Emmetsburg,  Iowa,  April  10,  1906,  son  of 
Clyde  J.  and  Genevieve  (McNamara)  Seymour.  He  married  July  12,  1940,  Josephine 
Gjarde.  A  newspaper  story  by  Vera  Williams  states  that  he  studied  theater  at 
Stanford  University  and  at  the  Pasadena  Playhouse  and  that  he  produced  "The  Bat" 
shown  on  Broadway.  Richard  was  in  the  Army  three  years,  serving  in  the  South 
Pacific  as  a  Staff  Sergeant.  Address  is  147  Nieto  Ave.,  Long  Beach,  Calif. 


Clyde  J.  Seymour,  Jr.,  born  at  Emmetsburg,  Iowa,  May  27,  1908,  son  of 
Clyde  J.  and  Genevieve  (McNamara)  Seymour.  He  married  March  10,  1936,  Dorothy 
Seitz.  He  is  an  operator  of  Contractors’  Equipment  and  Construction  work. 
Address  is  181  N.  Willow  Ave.,  West  Covina,  Calif. 

Children  (Sixth  Generation)  Born 

i  Mike  -r  July  21,  1939 

ii  Gregory  March  4,  1942 

iii  Jeffrey  Aug.  8,  1947 

Ronna  G.  Seymour,  born  at  Emmetsburg,  Iowa,  April  2,  1910,  daughter  of 
Clyde  J.  and  Genevieve  (McNamara)  Seymour.  She  married  April  8,  1944,  C.  P. 
Markland,  formerly  of  Vinton,  Iowa.  They  live  at  Las  Vegas,  Nevada.  She  is 
Assistant  Manager  of  McCarran  Airfield.  He  is  in  Real  Estate  sales.  Address 
is  1813  Wenger t  St.,  Las  Vegas,  Nevada 

Geneita  Seymour,  born  at  Vancouver ,  B.  C.,  July  2,  1915,  daughter  of 
Clyde  J.  and  Genevieve  (McNamara)  Seymour.  She  married  Nov.  4,  1940,  Ken 
Goddard.  They  are  divorced.  She  is  a  Secretary  and  Accountant.  She  lives 
in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada. 
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Lura  A.  Seymour  Draper  Family 


Lurena  Adelaide  Seymour  (Aunt  Lura)  born  Dec.  15,  1850,  daughter  of 
William  P.  and  Sarah  Ann  Seymour.  She  spent  her  childhood  with  her  family  in 
Clinton  Co.,  Iowa.  She  lived  with  Aunt  Cynthia  Renwick  in  Davenport  to  attend 
school.  A  letter  she  wrote  to  her  parents  on  Aug.  16,  1868,  tells  of  staying 
there  during  the  summer  while  the  Renwicks  were  traveling  in  the  East.  She 
expressed  her  desire  that  each  one  of  her  family  became  a  Christian.  She 
married,  first,  Oct.  22,  1872,  Andrew  Gohlmann,  a  dry  goods  merchant  in 
Charlotte,  Iowa.  They  later  lived  at  Maquoketa,  Iowa.  They  were  divorced  in 
Oct.  1882.  She  married,  second,  Nov.  16,  1882,  James  D.  Draper,  a  conductor 
on  the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  Railroad.  They  lived  at  Marion,  Iowa. 

Mrs.  Draper  and  her  family  moved  to  Chicago.  They  lived  there  for  several 
years,  then  in  Hinsdale,  Ill.,  at  411  South  County  Line  Road.  Hinsdale  is  in 
Du  Page  County,  which  is  the  county  in  which  Reuben  Seymour  and  his  family  lived 
for  a  short  time  on  their  move  to  Iowa.  Being  an  earnest  Christian,  Mrs .Draper 
took  part  in  church  activities  and  practiced  Christianity  by  giving  wise 
council  and  assistance  to  others.  She  died  Dec.  28,  1945  at  Dundee,  Ill. 

Children  (Fourth  Generation)  Born 

Eda  Gohlmann  Nov.  2,  1873 

James  Draper 

Harry 

William  Alvin  Draper 

Genevieve  Draper 

Eda  Gohlmann,  born  at  Charlotte,  Iowa,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Lurena 
(Seymour)  Gohlmann.  When  a  young  woman,  she  studied  voice  and  was  a  church 
soloist  at  Marion.  While  living. in  Chicago  later,  she  acted  as  traveling  com¬ 
panion  to  persons  in  need  of  such  services  and  thus  traveled  considerably.  She 
learned  the  art  of  hand  weaving  and  wove  many  beautiful  pieces  on  her  hand  loom. 
She  was  very  faithful  in  caring  for  her  mother  during  the  last  years  of  her 
life.  She  died  at  Elkhorn,  Wisconsin,  July  3,  1954. 

James  Draper,  son  of  James  D.  and  Lura  (Seymour)  Draper,  spent  his  boy¬ 
hood  at  Marion,  Iowa.  After  finishing  high  school  the, re ,  he  went  to  Cornell 
College,  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa.  He  later  was  engaged  in  the  Mortgage  Investment 
business  in  Chicago.  He  assisted  in  providing  a  home  for  his  mother  and  others 
in  the  family.  Later  they  lived  at  Hinsdale,  Ill.  He  married  May  7,  1932, 
Dorothea  Lucia  Higbie,  in  Chicago.  He  is  in  the  Lumber  and  Building  Materials 
business  at  Belvidere,  Ill.  Address  is  R.  R.  #2,  Barrington,  Ill. 

Children  (Fifth  Generation) 

i  Susan  Draper,  married  at  Barrington  Sept.  8,  1956,  to  David  Davenport 

Reid.  Address  is  Shrewsbury,  Mass, 
ii  Paul  Draper  attends  Stanford  University  in  California. 

Harry  Draper,  son  of  James  D.  and  Lura  (Seymour)  Draper,  spent  his  boy¬ 
hood  at  Marion,  Iowa.  He  completed  high  school  there  and  then  went  to  Cornell 
College,  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa.  He  lived  in  Chicago  for  several  years.  He  married 
Jan.  1,  1927,  Helen  Genevieve  Thornley,  in  Tacoma,  Wash.  Address  is  5026,  22d 
N.E.,  Seattle  5,  Wash. 

William  Alvin  Draper,  son  of  James  D.  and  Lura  (Seymour)  Draper,  spent 
his  boyhood  at  Marion,  Iowa,  and  finished  high  school  there.  William  was  in 
the  military  service  in  France  in  World  War  I.  He  married,  first,  Jan.  3, 

1920,  Helen  Cordelia  Job  at  Chicago,  Ill.  They  lived  in  Chicago  and  in 
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Lura  A.  Seymour  Draper  Family,  Cont. 


Hinsdale,  Ill.,  also  in  Western  Springs,  Ill.,  he  being  in  the  lumber  business. 
Later  the  family  located  at  Lake  Geneva,  Wise.  Helen  was  active  in  church  and 
community  work.  She  died  Jan.  8,  1949,  when  the  automobile  in  which  she  and 
her  husband  were  riding  skidded  on  an  icy  road  and  struck  a  tree.  William  has 
married  again.  He  is  Manager  of  a  Lumber  business  at  Elkhorn,  Wise.  Address 
is  1737  Summit  Drive,  Lake  Geneva,  Wise. 

Children  (Fifth  Generation)  Born  Place 

i  William  Job  Draper  Dec.  18,  1920  Chicago,  Ill. 

ii  John  Crafts  Draper  Oct.  15,  1928  Hinsdale,  Ill. 

William  Job  Draper  (Bill),  born  Dec.  18,  1920,  Chicago,  Ill.,  son  of 
William  Alvin  and  Helen  Cordelia  (Job)  Draper.  He  graduated  from  high  school, 
Hinsdale,  Ill.,  in  1939  and  took  Night  School  College  courses  at  Northwestern 
University,  Evanston,  Ill.,  and  at  Illinois  Institute  of  Technology.  He  married 
at  Western  Springs,  Ill.,  July  11,  1942,  Ruth  Blackmore,  born  July  6,  1920,  at 
Winthrop,  Mass. 


William  enlisted  in  the  Air  Force  in  Aug.  1942,  entered  active  duty  as 
cadet  in  Feb.  1943,  commissioned  2nd  Lt .  in  Sept.  1943  as  Aerial  Navigator, 
was  part  of  group  which  began  20th  Air  Force.  After  special  training  moved  to 
Pacific  Island  of  Saipan  and  began  bombing  of  Japan  with  B-29  Aircraft.  He 
flew  25  missions  as  Group  Lead  Navigator.  Awards:  Distinguished  Flying  Cross 
twice;  Air  Medal  four  times;  Rank,  1st  Lieutenant.  Released  from  active  duty 
in  Sept.  1945.  Ruth  was  with  William  during  his  training  in  the  Air  Force. 
After  the  war,  they  lived  at  LaGrange ,  Ill.,  a  short  time,  then  located  in 
Wisconsin.  He  is  General  Sales  and  Advertising  Manager  for  a  company  which 
manufactures  Municipal  Construction  and  Industrial  Equipment.  Address  is 
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,  Port  Washington, 

Wise. 

Children  (Sixth 

Genera  t ion ) 

Born 

P  la  ce 

l 

William  Blackmore  Draper 

Nov. 

11, 

1947 

Milwaukee , 

ii 

Deborah  Ann 

T  f 

Dec . 

18, 

1948 

» » 

iii 

Kent  Crafts 

1  ? 

June 

16, 

1951 

ft 

iv 

David  Job 

1  » 

Aug. 

29, 

1953 

V  t 

V 

Bruce  Blackmore 

ft 

Aug. 

29, 

1953 

1 1 

Died  Aug 

.  30,  1953 

vi 

Br ian  Cra  f  ts 

Draper 

Dec . 

11, 

1954 

1  f 

vii 

Robert  Allen 

»  T 

March  8, 

1956 

1 1 

viii 

James  Richard 

f  f 

Nov . 

23, 

1957 

1 » 

John  Crafts  Draper  (Jack),  born  Oct.  15,  1928,  at  Hinsdale,  Ill.,  son  of 
William  Alvin  and  Helen  Cordelia  (Job)  Draper.  He  attended  grade  school  at 
Western  Springs,  Ill.  and  graduated  from  high  school  at  Lake  Geneva,  Wise.,  and 
for  two  years  attended  Gr inne 1 1  College,  Grinnell,  Iowa.  He  was  in  military 
service  for  two  years,  being  in  Germany  for  16  months.  John  married  at  Johns- 
bury,  Ill.,  May  5,  1951,  Mary  Ann  Freund.  She  was  born  at  McHenry,  Ill., 

May  6,  1932.  He  is  employed  by  the  Wisconsin  Southern  Gas  Company  as  a  Meter 
Reader.  Address  is  833  Wisconsin  St.,  Lake  Geneva,  Wise. 


Children  (Sixth  Generation) 
i  Emily  Ann  Draper 
ii  John  Job  " 
iii  Victoria  Lynn 
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Lura  A.  Seymour  Draper  Family,  Cont. 


Genevieve  Draper,  daughter  of  James  and  Lura  (Seymour)  Draper.  She  spent 
her  childhood  in  Marion,  Iowa,  and  went  to  school  there.  Later  she  lived  in 
Chicago,  Ill.,  and  did  office  work.  She  also  studied  piano.  Genevieve  had  a 
very  attractive  personality  and  was  greatly  beloved  by  everyone.  She  died  in 
Chicago. 

Asenath  D.  Seymour  Walker  Family 

Asenath  De  Etta  Seymour,  (Aunt  Odie)  born  July  9,  1853,  in  Clinton  Co., 

Iowa,  daughter  of  William  P.  and  Sarah  Ann  Seymour.  Her  girlhood  was  spent 
with  her  family  in  the  country  near  Camanche  and  in  Lyons,  Iowa.  When  a  child, 
she  liked  to  play  with  toads,  and  as  a  result  she  was  called  " toad."  Aunt  Pet 
pronounced  this  "Odie"  and  the  nickname  was  established.  Asenath  married  at 
Charlotte,  Iowa,  Sept.  28,  1871,  William  Roberts  Walker  born  Jan.  14,  1847,  at 
Jersey  City,  N.J.,  son  of  George  and  Nancy  Hart  (Topping)  Walker.  He  was  a 
Farmer  in  Jackson  Co.,  Iowa.  They  first  lived  with  his  parents  and  later 
bought  a  farm  where  their  children  were  born  and  raised.  He  was  School  Director, 
also  Township  Assessor. 


All  members  of  the  family  joined  the  Methodist  Church  at  Sterling,  Iowa, 
and  took  part  in  church  and  community  activities.  Asenath  taught  a  Sunday 
School  class  of  girls  for  several  years  and  was  greatly  loved  by  them.  Her 
husband  was  Sunday  School  Superintendent  for  some  time.  The  people  of  the 
community  had  a  big  surprise  party  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  on  their  20th  wedding 
anniversary.  It  was  a  very  happy  event.  They  moved  from  the  farm  to  Sabula. 
After  living  there  a  few  years,  they  went  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  where  their 
children  were  then  located.  He  died  there  April  21,  1917  and  she  died  there 
Dec.  25,  1939.  As  she  was  a  devout  Christian,  it  was  fitting  that  this  occurred 
on  Christmas  Day.  Both  were  buried  at  Evergreen  Cemetery,  Sabula. 

When  applying  for  a  State  old  age  Pension,  she  expressed  pride  in  the  fact 
that  she  had  always  lived  in  Iowa.  Asenath’s  middle  name  was  spelled  De  Ette . 
However,  she  wrote  her  name  in  1928  in  her  brother  Henry's  family  record  book 
and  spelled  it  De  Etta. 


Children  (Fourth  Generation) 
William  Perdy  Walker 

Lived  a  few  hours.  Buried 
Walker's  lot. 

George  Alfred  Walker 
Jessie  Cordelia  " 

Lucy  Charlotte  " 

Grover  Cleveland  " 


Born 

Aug.  23,  1872 

at  Teeds  Grove,  Iowa,  Cemetery 

Feb.  22,  1874 
Sept.  20,  1875 
July  21,  1881 
July  24,  1884 


in  Grandpa 


George  Alfred  Walker  (Allie)  born  Feb.  22,  1874,  near  Sabula,  Iowa,  son 
of  William  R.  and  Asenath  De  Etta  (Seymour)  Walker.  He  spent  his  boyhood  on 
the  farm,  attended  high  school  at  Sabula  and  graduated  from  Clinton  Business 
College,  Clinton,  Iowa.  He  married,  Nov.  11,  1896,  at  the  home  of  his  parents, 
Carrie  Louise  Featherston.  He  farmed  and  did  county  road  work.  In  1913,  they 
moved  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  He  was  employed  by  a  wholesale  grocery  company 
and  by  an  automobile  company.  Later  he  worked  as  a  clerk  for  the  C.R.I.  &  P. 
R.R.  and  retired  in  1947.  Carrie  was  born  Jan.  13,  1875,  at  Sterling,  Iowa, 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Fannie  (Zase )  Featherston.  Her  girlhood  was  spent  there 
and  she  attended  school  there.  She  moved  to  Sabula  and  attended  high  school. 
She  was  attractive  and  popular  and  enjoyed  the  community  activities. 
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Asenath  D.  Seymour  Walker  Family,  Cont. 

Allie  and  Carrie  celebrated  their  50th  Wedding  Anniversary.  After  59 
years  of  married  life,  she  died  Oct.  16,  1955,  at  the  home  of  their  daughter 
near  Walker,  Iowa  and  was  buried  beside  her  father  in  the  Sterling  Cemetery. 

Many  of  her  girlhood  friends  were  present  at  the  service.  Allie  continued  to 
live  with  his  daughter  for  a  time.  His  present  address  is  £45  -2  6th  St —"StE  .  , 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  i.t.  b  lC 

Child  (Fifth  Generation)  Thelma  De  Ette  Walker,  bo^n  Dec.  26,  1903. 

Thelma  De  Ette  Walker,  born  in  Sabula,  Iowa,  daughter  of  George  A.  and 
Carrie  (Fea ther s ton)  Walker.  Part  of  her  childhood  was  spent  in  the  country 
and  part  of  it  in  town.  When  she  was  10  years  old,  the  family  moved  to  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa.  She  graduated  from  Washington  High  School  there.  She  did  Office 
Work,  also  Clerking.  She  married  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Dec.  30,  1922,  Clarence 
Gardner  Bemis ,  a  Salesman.  He  was  born  April  29,  1899,  at  Waterloo,  Iowa,  son 
of  Grant  and  Rose  (Gardner)  Bemis.  In  recent  years,  Clarence  and  Thelma 
purchased  a  farm  near  Walker,  Iowa  and  engaged  in  the  Dairy  business.  In  1957, 
they  made  a  trip  by  automobile  to  California  and  Mexico.  They  sold  their  farm, 
dairy  herd  and  equipment  in  1958.  .Then  they  drove  to  Arizona  and  now  live  at 
■2 43 3~M~€ as-ber -  A ve-.  Tucs  on  , .  Ar  izona  . 

Child  (Sixth  Generation)  Clifford  Grant  Bemis,  born  Feb.  12,  1924  and 

died  Aug.  31,  1928  of  pneumonia. 

Jessie  Cordelia  Walker,  born  Sept.  20,  1875,  near  Sabula,  daughter  of 
William  R.  and  Asenath  (Seymour)  Walker.  She  spent  her  childhood  on  the  farm, 
graduated  from  Sabula  High  School,  and  took  a  bookkeeping  course  at  Clinton 
Business  College,  then  attended  Northern  Indiana  Normal  School  and  received  a 
B.S.  degree.  She  taught  school  a  few  years,  then  went  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
and  did  office  work.  She  went  to  Washington,  D.C.  during  World  War  I,  arriving 
a  few  weeks  before  the  Armistice  was  signed..  She  was  employed  in  the  Treasury 
Dept,  several  years,  was  released  from  this  position  and  she  returned  to  Cedar 
Rapids.  After  a  few  years,  she  went  back  to  Washington  and  was  employed  in  the 
office  where  she  had  been  formerly,  and  retired  in  1943.  Then  she  lived  in 
Cedar  Rapids,  and  had  many  happy  memories  of  her  life  in  our  Nation’s  Capitol. 

Address  iS/J611  Fifth  Ave .  S.E.,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

, ,y.  ■>/: 

Lucy  Charlotte  Walker,  born  July  21, ’1881,  daughter  of  William  R.  and 
Asenath  (Seymour)  Walker.  She  attended  school  and  took  part  in  church  and  com¬ 
munity  activities.  She  was  very  popular  and  well  liked  by  all  who  knew  her. 

She  and  several  other  persons  were  the  victims  of  food  poisoning  due  to  eating 
spoiled  food  at  a  big  wedding  in  the  neighborhood.  She  died  Oct.  7,  1895,  and 
was  buried  in  Evergreen  Cemetery,  Sabula. 

G.  C.  Walker  (now  Charles)  born  July  24,  1884,  near  Sabula,  son  of  William 
R.  and  Asenath  (Seymour)  Walker.  His  boyhood  was  spent  on  the  farm.  When  his 
family  moved  to  Sabula,  he  attended  high  school  there.  He  did  Iron  Construction 
work  for  the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.  and  traveled  to  different  places  on  their 
system.  He  married,  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  July  9,  1908,  Anna  Larsen.  She  was  born 
Dec.  9,  1883,  at  Sabula,  daughter  of  Niels  Larsen,  born  June  5,  1849,  in  Den¬ 
mark,  and  Maren  (Schmidt)  Larsen,  born  in  1855  in  Denmark. 

About  1910,  the  family  moved  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  where  G.  C.  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  automobile  work  and  by  the  gas  company.  Later  he  returned  to  Iron 
Construction  work  and  is  now  so  employed  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  area.  His  address 
is  Charles  Walker  ?  4531— F©ur-th-JAve  ,-SrE-ry~  Cedar- Rapids-,  Iowa  . 
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Asenath  D.  Seymour  Walker  Family,  Cont. 

Children  (Fifth  Generation)  Born  Place 

i  Irma  Seymour  Walker  May  19,  1909  Sabula ,  Iowa 

ii  Robert  Allison  "  Jan.  12,  1921  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 

iii  Charles  Richard  "  Nov.  3,  1923  "  "  " 

Died  May  8,  1930  of  pneumonia  and  was  buried  in  Evergreen  Cemetery, 

Sabula ,  I owa . 

Irma  Seymour  Walker,  born  May  19,  1909,  at  Sabula,  Iowa,  daughter  of  G.  C. 
and  Anna  (Larsen)  Walker.  When  she  was  about  a  year  old,  her  family  moved  to 
Cedar  Rapids.  She  attended  school  and  graduated  from  Washington  High  School 
there  in  1928.  She  took  a  Secretarial  course  and  did  office  work.  She  married 
at  Cedar  Rapids,  June  10,  1931,  Raymond  Harold  Stuff,  a  salesman  of  Heating 
Equipment.  He  was  born  Dec.  27,  1909,  at  Washington,  Iowa,  son  of  Bert  Raymond 
Stuff,  born  Aug.  4,  1883,  and  Eva  Mae  (Butler)  Stuff,  born  Aug.  7,  1886  in 
Missouri.  In  1945,  they  moved  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  Irma  is  now  employed 
by  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Public  Schools  of  Wauwatosa,  a  suburb  of 
Milwaukee  which  is  the  site  of  an  Indian  village.  She  and  her  mother,  Mrs.  Anna 
Walker,  live  at  7419  West  Center  St.,  Milwaukee  10,  Wisconsin. 

One  child  (Sixth  Generation)  David  Ray  Stuff,  born  May  26,  1936,  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa. 

David  Ray  Stuff  was  nine  years  old  when  the  family  moved  to  Milwaukee.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  graduated  from  Wauwatosa  High  School. 

He  then  attended  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison,  taking  an  Engineering 
Course  . 

In  May  1958,  he  enlisted  in  .the  Army  Reserves  and  was  stationed  at  Ft. Leonard 
Wood,  Missouri.  In  July  1958,  he  was  attached  to  an  Artillery  Regiment  at  Ft. 
Riley,  Kansas--5th  Army,  Co.  E.,  3rd  Battalion,  7th  Artillery.  Later  he  will 
complete  the  university  course. 

David  married  Nov.  29,  1958,  June  Ann  Krueger,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wallace  F.  Krueger.  They  were  married  in  the  Wauwatosa  Methodist  Church.  The 
ceremony  was  followed  by  a  reception  at  Schumacher’s  Hall.  Address  is  -2815  North 
76  th  Street,  Wauwatosa,  Wise,  j  //  /-  V  y  t'L  "/tyfoc  -  t  , 

Robert  Allison  Walker,  born  Jan.  12,  T1921,  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  son  of 
G.  C.  and  Anna  (Larsen)  Walker.  He  attended  public  school  and  graduated  from 
McKinley  High  School  there.  His  high  school  course  included  drafting.  He 
married  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Jan.  25,  1941,  Lucille  Kibbie.  She  was  born  Jan.  11, 

1921,  at  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  daughter  of  William  A.  and  Cora  Mae  (Dickinson) 

Kibbie.  The  family  later  moved  to  Cedar  Rapids  where  she  attended  public 
school  and  graduated  from  Roosevelt  High  School.  Robert  and  Lucille  lived  in 
Cedar  Rapids,  also  in  Center  Point,  Iowa,  a  few  years.  He  was  employed  by  the 
Collins  Radio  Co. 

Robert  was  with  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps  for  two  years  from  May,  1944,  to 
May,  1946,  in  World  War  II.  He  received  his  training  at  San  Diego  and  at  Camp 
Pendleton,  Calif.  For  18  months  he  served  in  the  H.  &  S.  Battery,  10th  Marines 
in  the  South  Pacific  at  Saipan,  Okinawa,  and  Kyushu,  Japan.  Upon  returning  to 
private  life,  he  continued  with  the  Collins  Hadio  Co.  and  was  transferred  from 
Cedar  Rapids  to  their  Burbank,  Calif.,  plant  in  1950.  The  family  made  the  trip 
to  California  by  trailer. 
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Robert  has  since  been  employed  as  Shop  Foreman  at  an  Airplane  Parts  Com¬ 
puter  Company  and  at  Sheet  Metal  Plants.  He  is  now  so  employed  by  a  company 
in  Burbank.  He  is  active  in  Boy  Scout  and  Y.M.C.A.  work.  Lucille  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  P.T.A.  and  Woman's  Club  activities.  Address  is  £3.57  Yolanda -Avenue , 

Children  (Sixth  Generation)  A 

i  Robert  Allen  Walker,  born  Sept.  2,  1943,  in  Cedar 
graduated  from  junior  high  school  in  June,  1958. 

Civil  Air  Patrol  and  soon  will  learn  to  fly. 
ii  Michael  Eric  Walker,  born  May  3,  1947,  in  a  Cedar 
the  family  lived  at  Center  Point.  He  takes  part 
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Henry  J.  Seymour  Family 

Henry  (Harry)  James  Seymour  (recorded  in  family  Bible,  James  H„  Seymour) 
was  born  at  Lyons,  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa,  December  21,  1865,  the  sixth  child  of 
William  Perdy  and  Sarah  Ann  Seymour.  His  boyhood  was  spent  in  Clinton  Co.  and 
in  Jackson  Co.,  where  at  an  early  age  he  sought  employment  and  contributed  to 
the  support  of  his  mother,  widowed  in  1872.  He  married  July  27,  1896, 

Matilda  Margaret  Schroeder  at  the  home  of  his  brother,  Selden  W.  Seymour,  in 
Denison,  Iowa,  where  he  had  lived  for  several  years.  According  to  his  diary, 
he  left  Denison  with  his  bride  at  9  o’clock  in  the  evening,  July  27,  1896, 
bound  for  Canada.  Traveling  with  several  other  families  by  covered  wagon 
train,  they  arrived  in  southern  Canada  on  August  20,  1896,  and  settled  near 
Gladstone,  Westerbury  County,  Manitoba.  All  were  in  quest  of  homesteads  to 
farm  and  most  of  them  secured  land  and  remained  in  Canada.  However,  Henry  and 
Matilda  returned  to  Iowa  in  1897. owing  to  extreme  homesickness  and,  with  the 
exception  of  the  years  1906-1908  which  they  spent  near  Atkinson,  Holt  Co. , 
Nebraska,  remained  for  the  rest  of  their  lives  in  their  native  Iowa.  Always 
engaged  in  farming,  Henry  and  his  family  lived  in  the  various  counties  of 
Crawford,  Clay,  Monona,  Woodbury  and  Plymouth.  An  ardent  Bible  student,  Henry 
according  to  his  own  statement,  became  a  Christian  on  December  25,  1891,  on 
his  brother’s  farm  near  Charter  Oak,  Iowa.  He  was  an  active  member  and  organ¬ 
izer  in  various  Church  and  Sunday  School  activities.  In  1921  he  organized  the 
Sunnyside  Sunday  School  in  a  country  schoolhouse  in  Plymouth  Co.  and  was  its 
superintendent  until  1941.  The  sentiments  of  Henry's  children  were  expressed 
in  a  letter  written  to  him  by  his  son  Byron  on  December  20,  1937:  "I  shall 
never  hear  or  read  a  passage  from  the  Bible  without  hearing  your  voice  as  you 

have  read  and  talked  to  us  during  family  worship.  We,  your  children, . are 

extremely  grateful  for  the  fact  that  we  were  and  are  members  of  a  family  in  a 
nation  composed  of  families  that  make  our  country  the  greatest  in  the  world.” 
Henry  died  May  15,  1947,  and  was  buried  in  Climbing  Hill,  Iowa,  Cemetery. 


Children  (Fourth  Generation) 
i  William  Jurgen 


Born 

May  26,  1897 


ii  Lura  Asenath 
iii  Stewart  James 
iv  Byron  Horatio 
v  Wes  ley  Herbert 
vi  Irene  Margaret 


Aug.  22,  1899 
Sept.  25,  1903 
June  2,  1906 
Sept.  29,  1908 
Sept.  26,  1911 


P  la  ce 

Gladstone,  Westerbury  Co. 

Manitoba,  Canada 
Spencer,  Iowa 
Spencer,  Iowa 
Everly,  Iowa 
Soldier,  Iowa 

ft  t* 


Matilda  Margaret  Schroeder  was  born  in  Tama  Co.,  Iowa,  on  September  13, 
1874,  the  oldest  child  of  Jurgen  and  Wilhelmine  (Kars  tens)  Schroeder.  Her 
parents  were  born  in  Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany.  In  the  middle  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century  they  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Iowa.  Matilda’s  childhood 
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Henry  J.  Seymour  Family,  Cont. 


was  spent  on  her  parents’  farm.  She  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Iowa  and,  in  addition,  took  German  and  Bible  instruction.  When  she  was  four- 
teen,  her  mother  died.  Until  her  father's  re-marriage  she  assumed  the  duties 
of  homemaking  for  him,  her  two  brothers  and  one  sister.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
she  was  confirmed  in  the  Lutheran  church.  With  a  love  for  fine  and  beautiful 
things,  her  chief  hobbies  were  needlework  and  flower  growing.  Among  her 
children’s  most  prized  possessions  are  many  fine  pieces  of  crocheting,  pieced 
quilts,  and  exquisite  needlepoint.  From  early  spring  until  late  fall  her 
home  was  not  without  colorful  bouquets,  peonies  and  gladioli  being  those  best 
remembered  by  her  children.  After  her  death,  December  15,  1941,  her  son 
Wesley  transplanted  her  peony  plants  to  his  garden  and  each  spring  takes  a 
sheaf  of  the  blossoms  to  the  Climbing  Hill  Cemetery  where  Matilda  and  Henry 
Seymour  have  been  laid  to  rest  by  their  devoted  sons  and  daughters. 

The  history  of  William  Jurgen  Seymour,  eldest  child  of  Henry  James  and 
Matilda  M.  (Schroeder)  Seymour,  is  quoted  from  a  sketch  which  he  wrote 
September  3,  1957. 

"I  was  born  near  Gladstone,  Westerbury  County,  Manitoba,  Canada,  May  26, 
1897.  During  my  school  days,  I  can  clearly  remember  hearing  my  parents  tell 
about  the  log  cabin  in  which  I  was  born  on  the  bank  of  the  White  Mud  River..... 
The  winters  there  were  very  cold,  but  it  seems  the  heavy  logs  which  made  up  the 
cabin  were  ample  protection  against  the  cold.  Mother  has  told  about  being 
startled  one  evening  by  a  white  weasel  or  ermine  which  got  into  the  cabin  and 
started  on  a  trip  of  exploring.  Grey  wolves  were  seen  but  a  short  distance 
from  their  home  near  the  trail  when  they  were  returning  from  a  trip  one  Sunday 

evening . Much  of  the  winter  was  spent  in  sawing  firewood  for  fuel  as  well 

as  cutting  many  cords  for  sale.  -Price  per  cord  was  then  $  1 . 50. .... (Other ) 
prices  current  in  Canada  at  that  time  were:  61  lbs.  flour,  $1.50;  kerosene 
356  per  gallon;  butter  .32-. 36  per  lb.;  125  lb.  quarter  of  beef,  $4.95;  and 
sheep  $5.00  each.  Many  evenings  while  living  in  Manitoba  our  parents  were 
entertained  by  the  ever  changing  patterns  of  the  aurora  borealis  or  northern 
lights  as  they  blazed  up  over  the  marshes  and  pra ir ies . . . . . I  must  have  been 
about  6  months  old  when  the  folks  returned  to  Denison,  Iowa.  Since  our  parents 
were  never  citizens  of  Canada,  and  since  I  was  under  age  when  I  returned  with 
them,  I  am,  of  course,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

"I  started  to  school  in  September  19'03  at  the  Meadow  Queen  school  which 
was  in  Waterford  Township,  Clay  Co.,  Iowa.  Two  miles  east  of  our  school  was 
the  Prairie  Star  school.  Sunday  School  was  held  there  and  father  was  super¬ 
intendent.  When  driving  to  Prairie  Star  we  passed  a  large  tract  of  virgin 
prairie  land  which  was  the  last  sizeable  prairie  I  have  ever  seen  in  Iowa. 

This  was  indeed  a  beautiful  sight  in  spring  and  early  summer  when  the  many 
varieties  of  wild  flowers  were  in  bloom  and  bobolinks,  meadowlarks  and  other 
birds  were  straining  their  throats  in  joyous  song..... In  1906 .....we  moved  to 
a  320  acre  farm  belonging  to  our  grandfather,  Jurgen  Schroeder,  located  west 
of  Atkinson,  Holt  County,  Nebraska.  One  quarter  of  this  farm  was  under. culti¬ 
vation  and  the . (remainder)  was  all  in  prairie  land.  This  latter  produced 

an  abundance  of  hay.  In  fact,  we  had  enough  the  second  year  to  winter  a  large 
herd  of  Galloway  ca tt le . . . . .The  19th  of  July,  1907,  the  corn  turned  white  in 
24  hours  due  to  extreme  heat  and  drouth.  We  returned  to  Iowa  the  next  spring. 

"We  arrived  in  Ute ,  Iowa,  March  6,  1908,  in  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain..... 
and  moved  our  livestock  and  equipment  to  a  320  acre  farm  belonging  to  our 
grandfather  and  his  business  partner,  Henry  Khronke.  We  lived  here  for  seven 
years..... In  later  years  our  parents  often  said  it  was  possible  to  accumulate 
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more  in  this  brief  time  than  in  all  the  lean  years  before  this  period  (1908- 
1915)  or  any  other  similar  time  thereafter.  It  was  simply  a  matter  of  what  we 
bought  being  more  in  line  with  the  prices  we  received  for  our  produce,  grains 
and  livestock. 

"Mother  raised  large  flocks  of  chickens,  ducks,  and  geese,  and  we  main¬ 
tained  a  large  herd  of  dairy  cows  which  supplied  all  our  needs  and  produced 

plenty  to  sell . Here  I  was  given  my  first  pony,  saddle  and  bridle,  used  for 

work  and  play.  In  season  I  also  was  able  to  do  some  hunting  and  trapping . 

This  place  was  known  as  the  Whitney  Hill  farm. ... .and  the  schoolhouse,  located 

on  the  northwest  corner,  was  called  the  Whitney  Hill  School . Many  large 

cottonwood  trees  were  growing  on  this  place . and  in  the  fall  of  1909, 

father  hired  two  men  to  fell  the  trees  and  cut  them  into  suitable  lengths  for 
sawing  into  lumber.  These  were  sawed  by  a  large  mill  set  up  and  operated  on 
the  place.  From  the  logs  we  got  the  lumber  and  large  timbers  for  a  large  barn 
constructed  in  the  spring  of  1910.  This  was  the  summer  of  Halley’s  Comet. 

"We  were  kept  very  busy  hauling  logs  and  lumber,  using  a  buzz  saw  to  work 
up  the  slab  wood  into  firewood,  and  using  a  team  of  horses  to  raise  large 
timbers  into  place.  These  were  secured  by  large  oak  pegs.  In  addition,  we 
did  the  regular  farm  work..... I  returned  to  this  old  farm  in  July  of  this  year 
(1957)  after  an  absence  of  42  years.  All  is  changed  except  the  house  and  barn 
which  remain  very  much  as  we  left  them..... In  March  of  1915  we  moved  to  the 
William  Fulton  farm  nine  miles  south  of  Moville,  Iowa,  West  Fork  Township, 
then  owned  by  our  uncle,  William  Schroeder.  Here  I  made  my  first  boat  from 
cypress  wood  and  used  it  on  the  West  Fork  River  for  trapping..... 

"I  entered  the  military  service  September  4,  1918,  at  Camp  Dodge,  Iowa, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  August  18,  1919,  in  Camp  Dodge  after  serving  here 
and  about  eight  months  overseas  in  France  and  Germany  in  both  the  Quarter¬ 
master  Corps  and  the  Infantry . 

"(We  moved  several  times  following  the  war,  and  finally)  to  a  240  acre 
farm  in  Lincoln  Township,  Plymouth  County,  Iowa,  where  we  lived  for  19  years. 
The  soil  was  not  of  the  best,  but  somewhat  more  fertile  than  any  we  had  farmed 
up  to  that  time.  Low  livestock  and  grain  prices  prevailed  for  the  first  9 
years,  corn  and  oats  selling  as  low  as  10£  per  bushel  and  hogs  as  low  as  $2.50 
per  hundredweight.  Drouth,  grasshoppers  'and  hail  storms  all  exacted  their 
tolls.  However,  the  last  part  of  our  sojourn  there  was  more  encouraging. 

Both  crops  and  prices  realized  for  them  averaged  good..... It  was  here  we  built 
up  a  fine  herd  of  purebred  Jersey  cows..... I  accumulated  a  small  gun  collection 
and  shot  with  the  LeMars  Rifle  Club  for  many  years.  Father  and  I  were  farming 
here  together  when  Mother  passed  away  in  the  fall  of  194 1 . . . . .  (Af ter  Father’s 

death  in  1947)  I . moved  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa . Two  lots  were  secured  and 

a  modest  home  started.  One  lot  is  used  for  a  garden.  Here  I  spend  my  days 
in  semi-retirement....." 

William  J.  Seymour  became  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Society,  Sons  American 
Revolution  on  May  25,  1942,  National  No.  59580,  State  No.  1279.  Address  is 
2745  S.  Coral  St.,  Sioux  City  6,  Iowa. 
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Lura  Asenath  Seymour  was  born  on  August  22,  1899,  at  Spencer,  Iowa,  the 
second  child  of  Henry  and  Matilda  M.  (Schroeder)  Seymour.  She  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska.  On  June  3,  1922,  she  married 
Hobart  William  Francis.  In  1932  they  moved  to  Washington,  D.C.,  where  they 
have  resided  for  26  years.  Their  children  are  Vivian  Irene,  born  March  14, 
1923;  Joyce,  born  January  23,  1926;  and  Jean  Margaret,  born  June  4,  1935. 

Lura  Francis  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  Deborah 
Knapp  Chapter.  She  is  a  collector  of  antiques  and  enjoys  doing  various  kinds 
of  hand  crafts  and  needlework  as  hobbies. 

Major  Hobart  William  Francis  was  born  April  24,  1897,  at  Hornick,  Iowa, 
on  his  father’s  homestead,  one  of  a  family  of  17  children.  On  May  6,  1918, 
at  the  age  of  21  he  enlisted  in  the  Army  and  served  with  the  48th  Regiment, 
Coast  Artillery  Corps,  in  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  in  France.  He  was 
discharged  March  24,  1919,  at  which  time  he  engaged  in  farming.  On  June  3, 
1922,  he  married  Lura  A.  Seymour.  They  have  three  children,  Vivian,  Joyce, 
and  Jean.  On  Nov.  28,  1931,  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Metropolitan 
Police  Force  of  Washington,  D .C .  and  served  through  the  difficult  times  of  the 
bonus  march  and  hunger  marches  of  the  early  30’s.  He  transferred  to  the  White 
House  Police  on  June  1,  1935  .  On  July  11,  1942,  he  accepted  a  commission  as 
First  Lieutenant  in  the  Corps  of  Military  Police,  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  served  with  the  799th  Batallion  on  assignment  in  Brisbane,  Australia,  from 
May  1943  to  May  1945  during  which  time  he  was  promoted  to  Captain  and  placed 
in  command  of  Company  A  of  the  799th  M.P.  Battalion.  In  May  1945  his  Company 
was  detached  and  sent  to  Manila,  Luzon  Island  in  the  Philippines  in  the  Cam¬ 
paign  of  Liberation.  After  the  liberation  he  was  detached  from  Company  A, 

799th  Battalion  and  assigned  to  Plans  and  Training  Section  of  Army  Forces, 
Western  Pacific,  where  he  contracted  malaria  fever  and  was  hospitalized  until 
December  1945  at  which  time  he  was  rotated  back  to  the  States  and  discharged 
from  the  service .  On  April  1,  1946,  he  was  reinstated  and  promoted  to  Inspec¬ 
tor  in  Command  of  the  White  House  Police  Force.  On  December  16,  1952,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Major  and  continued  in  command  of  the  White  House 
Police  force.  He  retired  December  31,  1957. 

During  his  career  at  the  White  House  he  has  figured  prominently  in 
security  for  Presidents  Roosevelt,  Truman,  and  Eisenhower,  and  the  heads  of 
State  of  more  than  25  foreign  countries  here  on  official  visits.  One  tragic 
event  occurred  on  Nov.  1,  1950,  in  the  attempted  assassination  of  President 
Truman  during  his  temporary  residence  at  the  Blair  House  while  the  White  House 
was  being  renovated. 

Vivian  Irene  Francis  was  born  in  Woodbury  Go.,  near  Climbing  Hill,  Iowa, 
on  March  14,  1923,  the  first  child  of  Lura  Asenath  (Seymour)  and  Hobart 
William  Francis.  She  married  June  30,  1949,  James  (Jack)  Hunter  Logan  in 
Walter  Reed  Memorial  Chapel,  in  Washington,  D.C.  Educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Washington,  D.C.  she  received  her  B.S.  degree  in  Education  from 
District  of  Columbia  Teachers  College  in  1944  and  did  graduate  work  at  Catholic 
University  of  America.  As  a  Map  Librarian  she  served  in  the  Office  of  Stra¬ 
tegic  Services  and  Library  of  Congress.  Her  husband,  the  only  child  of  John 
Leonard  and  Emma  Katherine  (Garber)  Logan,  was  born  in  Staunton,  Virginia  on 
August  3,  1916.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Virginia  and  the 
University  of  Virginia.  James  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Navy,  December  12,  1941, 
at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  and  served  as  Chief  Petty  Officer  in  charge  of 
Navy  Recruiting  for  the  Western  Pennsylvania  area  followed  by  an  assignment  to 
the  Pacific  Fleet  as  a  Combat  Correspondent.  He  received  an  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  on  September  24,  1945  at  the  U.S.  Naval  Personnel  Separa t ion  Cente r , 
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Henry  J.  Seymour  Family,  Cont. 


Bainbridge,  Maryland.  In  International  Broadcasting  with  the  Voice  of  America, 
he  was  with  Vice  President  Richard  M.  Nixon  when  he  toured  Africa  in  the  spring 
of  1957.  The  Logans  live  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Shirley  Joyce  Francis  was  born  in  Sioux  City,  Woodbury  County,  Iowa,  on 
January  23,  1926,  the  second  child  of  Lura  Asenath  (Seymour)  and  Hobart  William 
Francis.  Educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Washington,  D.C.,  she  also  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Vermont  Junior  College  and  was  employed  by  the  U.S.  Government  and 
Riggs  National  Bank  in  Washington,  D.C.  She  married  Walter  Price  Redman,  son 
of  Grace  Gertrude  (Price)  and  William  Robert  Redman  in  Washington,  D.C., 

April  15,  1950.  Her  husband  was  born  in  Washington,  D.C.,  September  12,  1926, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  He  enlisted  in  the  U.S. 
Navy,  July  22,  1944,  in  Washington,  D.C.  —  Serial  No.  256-75-24  —  and  served 
as  a  Musician  aboard  the  U.S ,S .  Ranger ,  the  USS  Princeton  and  the  USS  Valley 
Forge  .  He  received  an  Honorable  Discharge  July  28,  1947  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

A  few  months  after  their  marriage,  they  moved  to  California  where  their  children 
were  born. 

Price  was  employed  by  the  National  Advisory  Committee  for  Aeronautics, 
High-Speed  Flight  Station,  Edwards  Air  Force  Base,  Calif.,  in  research  on  the 
first  manned  rockets  in  the  world  to  exceed  the  speed  of  sound.  Address  is 
43512  N.  51st  W.,  Lancaster,  Calif. 

Children  (Sixth  Generation) 
i  Shirley  Margaret  Redman 
ii  Robert  Hobart  " 

iii  Lura  Grace  " 

iv  Rebecca  Lynn  " 

The  following  story  is  quoted  from  a  Washington,  D  .C . ,  paper: 

"Families  of  White  House  Staff  Enjoy  Annual  Yule  Party. 

By  Joyce  Francis,  16,  Anacostia  High  School 

"Every  Christmas  Eve  since  President  Roosevelt's  first  year  in  office, 

White  House  employes  and  their  families  have  been  invited  to  the  Executive 
Mansion  for  a  party.  Because  my  father  is  a  member  of  the  White  House  police 
force,  my  mother,  two  sisters  and  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  attending  this 
interesting  affair. 

"Members  of  the  families  are  received  in  the  east  room  by  the  President, 
Mrs.  Roosevelt,  and  their  children  and  grandchildren,  after  which  they  proceed 
around  the  room  to  a  huge  Christmas  tree.  This  tree,  always  elaborately  decor¬ 
ated,  is  surrounded  by  mounds  of  packages  for  the  smaller  Roosevelt  children 
and  also  remembrances  for  the  older  members  of  the  family.  It  is  an  exception¬ 
ally  exciting  experience  personally  to  meet  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  the  First  Lady  of  the  Land  at  the  White  House,  as  well  as  another  proof  of 
their  graciousness  and  generosity." 

Jean  Margaret  Francis  was  born  in  Washington,  D  .C .  ,  on  June  4,  1935,  the 
third  child  of  Lura  Asenath  (Seymour)  and  Hobart  William  Francis.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  The  American  University  (B.A.  February,  1958).  She  is  presently 
employed  by  the  United  States  Department  of  State.  Address  is  21  Riggs  Road 
N.E.,  Washington  11,  D.C. 
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Henry  J.  Seymour  Family,  Cont. 


Stewart  James  Seymour  was  born  Sept.  25,  1903,  at  Spencer,  Iowa,  son  of 
Henry  James  and  Matilda  (Schroeder)  Seymour.  During  his  boyhood  he  attended 
elementary  school  and  Business  College.  He  was  married  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa, 
July  4,  1932,  to  Evelyn  Blankenburg.  She  died  June  13,  1945.  Stewart  is  a 
Painter  and  Sheet  Metal  Worker.  His  address  is  215  S.  Walts  Ave  .  ,  Sioux  Falls, 
S  .  Dak. 


Children  (Fifth  Generation) 
i  Be ver ly  Ann 
ii  Carol  Jean 
iii  James 
iv  Marlene 
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TV  TV 


Beverly  Ann  Seymour,  born  July  3,  1933,  at  Merill,  Iowa,  daughter  of 
Stewart  James  and  Evelyn  (Blankenburg)  Seymour,  married  at  LeMars ,  Iowa, 

May  21,  1950,  Donald  Smid.  He  is  a  Bookkeeper  at  LeMars.  Address  is  Oyens, 
I  owa . 


Children  (Sixth  Generation) 
i  Kenneth  Michel  Smid 
ii  Susan  Marie  " 

iii  Steven  Lewis  " 

iv  Timothy  Allen  " 
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Carol  Jean  Seymour,  born  Nov.  18,  1935,  at  Hinton,  Iowa,  daughter  of 
Stewart  James  and  Evelyn  (Blankenburg)  Seymour,  married  at  Luverne,  Minn., 

Aug.  9,  1952,  Darvel  D.  Dubbe  ,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Dubbe  of  Sioux  Falls, 

S.  Dak.  He  is  a  Painter.  Address  is  811  West  27th  St.,  Sioux  Falls,  S.  Dak. 

Children  (Sixth  Generation)  Born  Place 

i  Craig  Duane  Dubbe  Jan.  28,  1953  LeMars,  Iowa 

He  was  accidentally  killed  Sept.  19,  1956 
ii  Cheryl  Ann  Dubbe  May  20,  1955  Sioux  Falls,  S.  Dak. 

iii  Gary  Lee  "  Aug.  26,  1957 

Byron  Horatio  Seymour,  botn  June  2,  1906,  at  Everly,  Clay  Co.,  Iowa,  son 

of  Henry  James  and  Matilda  Margaret  (Schroeder)  Seymour.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  graduated  from  Lawton,  Iowa,  high  school,  May  26,  1926. 

He  later  studied  at  Morningside  College,  Sioux  City,  the  University  of  Nebraska, 
Lincoln,  and  University  of  Washington,  Seattle.  For  17  years  he  taught  in  Iowa 
schools  at  Climbing  Hill,  Irwin,  Fonda,  and  Humboldt.  He  then  engaged  in  sell¬ 
ing  photographic  supplies.  His  present  business  is  Decker  Bros.,  Cameras, 

209  N.  Federal,  Mason  City. 

Byron  married  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  Nov.  25,  1938,  Ruth  Phyllis  Heins, 
daughter  of  Albert  Wesley  and  Minnie  Amelia  (Weber)  Heins  of  Wapello,  Iowa. 

She  graduated  from  high  school  and  received  a  B.S.  degree  from  Iowa  State 

College  at  Ames.  Phyllis  is  now  a  homemaker,  president  of  Mason  City  PTA 
Council,  member  of  AAUW,  PEO,  and  Chautauqua  Club,  also  manager -of  her  citrus 
grove  at  Mission,  Texas.  She  assists  her  husband  in  his  business.  Address 
is  1727  North  Carolina  Avenue,  Mason  City,  Iowa. 

Children  (Fifth  Generation)  Born  Place 

i  Susan  Lynn  Sept.  16,  1943  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa 

ii  Steven  Wayne  Nov.  29,  1945 

iii  Kathleen  Jane  May  9,  1950  Mason  City,  Iowa 
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Henry  J.  Seymour  Family,  Cont. 


Wesley  Herbert  Seymour,  born  Sept.  29*  1908,  at  Soldier,  Monona  Co.,  Iowa, 
son  of  Henry  James  and  Matilda  (Schroeder)  Seymour.  He  was  educated  in  rural 
schools  and  graduated  from  Lawton  high  school  in  1928.  He  received  a  B.S. 
degree  in  Animal  Husbandry  and  Vocational  Education  from  Iowa  State  College  at 
Ames  in  1932.  He  taught  Vocational  Agriculture  at  Story  City,  Iowa,  from  1933 
to  1936,  and  at  Spencer,  Iowa,  from  1936  to  1939.  Wesley  engaged  in  rural 
finance  and  farm  management  work  until  1942  and  started  farming  near  Lake  View, 
Jan.  1,  1943.  His  farming  activities  include  a  Grade  A  Dairy  and  feeding  beef 
cattle  and  hogs.  His  community  activities  include  being  past  Secretary, 
President  and  Voting  Delegate  of  Sac  County  Farm  Bureau;  president  of  Sac  County 
Board  of  Education;  member  State  Board  of  Directors  of  Iowa  Farm  Bureau  Feder¬ 
ation.  Wesley  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  three  delegates  from  Iowa  to  serve  on 
the  President's  Drought  Conference  in  January,  1957,  at  Wichita,  Kansas. 


Wesley  married  at  Lake  View,  Iowa,  on  June  27,  1935,  Marjorie  Leone  Irwin, 
who  was  born  March  16,  1911,  on  a  farm  near  Early,  Iowa,  daughter  of  J.  Roy 
and  Edna  (Crozier)  Irwin.  Marjorie  was  educated  in  rural  schools  and  graduated 
from  Lake  View  high  school  in  1928.  She  graduated  from  Iowa  State  College  at 
Ames  in  1932,  receiving  a  degree  in  Home  Economics.  She  then  taught  at  Farn- 
hamville,  Iowa.  Address  is  Lake  View,  Iowa. 
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Children  (Fifth  Generation)  Born 

Eugene  Wesley  July  9,  1937 

Graduated  from  Lake  View  high  school  in  1955 
Student  at  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames 
Gloria  Gaye  May  31,  1939 

Graduated  from  Lake  View  high  school  in  1957 
Student  at  Mornings ide  College,  Sioux  City 
Lon  LeRoy  March  9,  1943 

Jon  Roger  March  3,  1945 

Bruce  Lynn  Nov.  5,  1948 

Cynthia  Irene  April  30,  1953 
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Spencer,  Iowa 
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Sac  C ity ,  Iowa 

II  II  II 

Lake  View,  Iowa 


Irene  Margaret  Seymour,  daughter  of  Henry  James  and  Matilda  (Schroeder) 
Seymour,  was  born  Sept.  26,  1911,  on  a  farm  near  Ute ,  Iowa.  She  attended 
rural  schools  and  Lawton  high  school  from  which  she  was  graduated  in  1928. 

After  attending  Morningside  College  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  she  taught  in  the 
public  schools  of  Iowa  until  her  marriage'  on  June  3,  1941,  in  Sioux  City,  to 
Robert  James  Carr  (Jim).  They  went  to  Springfield,  Mass,  to  live.  Jim  Carr 
was  born  in  Hopkinton,  Rhode  Island,  Oct.  5,  1905,  the  son  of  Percy  and 
Harriet  (Tanner)  Carr.  Jim  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Rhode  Island. 
He  was  engaged  in  construction  work  until  World  War  II,  when  he  began  work  as 
a  Welder  on  various  defense  projects  in  and  around  Springfield,  Mass.  ' 

In  1945,  the  Carrs  moved  to  Pittsfield,  Mass,  where  Jim  operates  his  own 
shop  and  specializes  in  welding  and  truck  body  building.  Jim  is  a  member  of 
Mystic  Lodge  of  Masons  in  Pittsfield  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  all  Masonic 
activities.  Irene  was  recently  elected  President  of  the  Women's  Auxiliary 
to  the  Pittsfield  Goodwill  Industries.  She  belongs  to  Peace  Party  Chapter, 
D.A.R.,  to  Collina  Chapter,  Eastern  Star,  and  to  the  Congregational  Church. 

The  Carrs  live  at  32  Buel  St.,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 
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Cynthia  A.  Seymour 
May  Bell  Seymour 


Cynthia  Arrilian  Seymour  (Aunt  Pet)  born  June  10,  1859,  daughter  of 
William  P.  and  Sarah  Ann  Seymour.  Her  girlhood  was  spent  with  her  family  on 
farms  near  Camanche ,  in  Lyons,  and  at  Charlotte,  Iowa.  Letters  she  wrote  to 
her  grandma  tell  of  her  life  during  that  time.  (See  excerpts  from  same.)  As 
soon  as  possible,  she  earned  her  living  by  doing  different  kinds  of  work  -- 
sewing,  clerking,  selling,  etc. 

In  1886,  she  was  employed  at  the  Coates  House  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  In  a 
long  letter  to  J.C.W.  she  told  of  the  work  in  a  hotel  and  also  that  Jay  Gould 
and  his  party  had  been  guests  there. 

May  Bell  Seymour,  born  June  15,  1869,  daughter  of  William  P.  and  Sarah 
Ann  Seymour.  Her  father  died  when  she  was  3  years  old  and  she  lived  with  her 
family.  Sometimes  they  were  by  themselves  and  at  times  with  other  relatives. 
She  lived  with  her  sister,  Lura  Draper,  at  Marion,  Iowa,  and  attended  high 
s  choo 1  there . 

Aunt  Pet  and  May  located  in  Kansas  City.  They  did  office  work  and  their 
mother  lived  with  them.  Later  they  moved  to  Chicago.  For  years  May  had  a  good 
position  in  the  Sunbeam  Office  of  the  Western  Electric  Co.  Aunt  Pet  was  inter 
ested  in  different  business  activities.  After  May’s  retirement,  they  moved  to 
Oak  Park,  Ill.  Aunt  Pet  received  an  old  age  pension  from  the  State  of  Illinois 
She  died  Dec.  31,  1939.  May  died  Sept.  20,  1934  after  a  brief  illness. 

The  four  sisters,  Lura,  Asenath,  Cynthia  and  May  were  interested  in 
Christian  Science.  When  the  Extension  of  The  Mother  Church,  the  First  Church 
of  Christ  Scientist  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  was  dedicated  June  10,  1906,  they 
all  went  to  Boston  and  attended  the  services  --  a  remarkable  event  for  four 
sisters  to  attend  such  a  meeting. 


Stephen  T.  Seymour  Family 

Stephen  Titus  Seymour  (Uncle  Tite),  was  born  Nov.  11,  1824,  near  Syracuse, 
N.Y.,  son  of  Reuben  and  Almira  (Haynes)  Seymour.  There  is  no  information  about 
his  boyhood  days.  When  a  young  man,  he  moved  to  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa,  with  his 
family  and  likely  engaged  in  farming  near  Camanche.  At  one  time  he  drove  a 
stagecoach  from  Davenport  to  Galena,  Ill.,  He  married  Dec.  23,  1847,  Lucinda 
Owen,  who  was  born  in  Ontario,  Canada.  The  records  of  old  Tabernacle,  a 
Methodist  Church  near  Camanche,  Iowa,  show  that  Titus  and  Lucinda  became  mem¬ 
bers  March  3,  1859.  They  moved  to  Dakota  Territory  in  1873  where  they  took  up 
a  homestead  possibly  in  what  is  now  Bonhomme  Co.  Apparently  all  their  children 


were 

born  in  C  1  inton 

Co.,  Iowa.  She  died  in  1887  or 

1888.  He 

d  ied 

Children  (Third 

Genera  t ion ) 

Born 

i 

Theodore  M. 

Died  Dec.  16,  1849 

Dec.  13, 

1849 

ii 

Reuben  H. 

A  t  one 

time  lived  at  Kennebec,  S.  Dak. 

Nov.  19, 

1850 

iii 

Winthr op  A . 

Sept.  26, 

1853 

iv 

Almira  E. 

A  t  one 

time  lived  at  De lmont ,  S.  Dak. 

Sept.  26, 

1855 

V 

Laura  E. 

May  21,  1857 

vi 

Mary  E. 

May  15,  1859 

vi  i 

Lurena  Ade  lade 

Feb.  23, 

1861 

viii 

Frances  H. 

Oc t .  25 , 

1863 

ix 

Maggie  0. 

Oct.  23, 

1865 

X 

William  Burton 

March  5, 

1868 

. 
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Stephen  T.  Seymour  Family,  Cont. 


Wmthrop  A.  Seymour,  born  Sept.  26,  1853,  son  of  Stephen  Titus  and 
Lucinda  (Owen)  Seymour  of  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa.  He  joined  the  Methodist  Church 
in  1870.  Apparently  went  to  Dakota  Territory  when  his  family  moved  there  in 
1873.  His  wife  was  Mae,  a  Dressmaker.  They  lived  at  Delmont,  S.  Dak.,  and  he 
had  a  claim  at  Kennebec,  S.  Dak.  She  died  in  1909. 

Children  (Fourth  Generation) 
i  Fred 
ii  Lewis 


Laura  E.  Seymour  DeVol  Family 


Laura  E.  Seymour,  born  May  21,  1857,  daughter  of  Stephen  Titus  and 
Lucinda  (Owen)  Seymour  of  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa.  She  went  to  Dakota  Territory 
when  her  family  moved  there  in  1873.  On  Dec.  9,  1874,  she  married  Elbert 
LaVern  DeVol,  both  of  Bonhomme ,  D.T.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  Rev. 
Duncan  E.  Judd  at  Springfield,  D.T.  Elbert  was  from  Virginia.  He  was  born 


in  Broome  County,  New  York.  She  died 
and  he  died  there  Aug.  7,  1937.  Both 
there  . 

I 

Children  (Fourth  Generation) 
i  John  Walter  DeVol 
ii  Bertha  M.  " 

Died  Nov.  19,  1890.  Buried 
iii  Bessie  A.  DeVol 
iv  Marion  Elmer  " 
v  Laura  Etta  " 
vi  Es  ther  C . 


at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  Aug.  12,  1901, 
were  buried  in  Walnut  Hill  Cemetery 


Born 

Feb.  24,  1876 
Aug.  19,  1878 
at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

Dec.  6,  1880 
Dec.  6,  1882 
May  12,  1887 
April  1,  1897 


John  Walter  DeVol,  born  Feb.  24,  1876,,  son  of  Laura  E.  (Seymour)  and 
Elbert  L.  DeVol.  He  married  Feb.  24,  1896,  Minnie  Alice  Lindsey,  born  June  11, 
1875.  John  was  a  City  Fireman  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  from  1914  to  1938.  He 
died  Aug.  12,  1942,  and  his  wife  died  May  15,  1951.  Both  were  buried  in 
Walnut  Hill  Cemetery,  Council  Bluffs. 


Children  (Fifth  Generation) 
i  Elbert  Lindsey  DeVol 

Address  is  590  East  9  Mile, 
ii  Harold  Orien  DeVol 
iii  Ralph  Edwin  " 
iv  Alice  Darlene  " 

Now  Mrs.  Thompson.  Address 
v  John  Walter  DeVol,  Jr. 
vi  Thelma  Caroline  DeVol 
vii  Gene  DeVol 

Address  is  2889  Burt  Street, 


Born  Place 

Feb\  10,  1897  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa 

Ferndale,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Aug.  13,  1899  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa 

Jan.  9,  1902  Honey  Creek,  Iowa 

May  16,  1904  Minden,  Iowa 

is  2433  Harrison,  Topeka,  Kansas. 

July  22,  1907  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa 
May  12,  1910 

Omaha ,  Neb . 


Harold  Orien  DeVol,  Sr.,  born  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  Aug.  13,  1899,  son 
of  John  Walter  and  Minnie  A.  (Lindsey)  DeVol.  He  married  at  Papillion,  Neb., 
July  27,  1918,  Lillie  Pearl  Bratches,  born  Sept.  14,  1900,  at  Weston,  Iowa. 
Address  is  Manawa,  Box  53,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 


Children  (Sixth  Generation) 
i  Harold  Orien  DeVol,  Jr. 
ii  Marion  Lowell  DeVol 
iii  Joyce  Louise  DeVol 


Born  Place 

Feb.  4,  1920  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa 
Mar.  25,  1922 
May  20,  1927 
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Laura  E.  Seymour  DeVol  Family,  Cont. 


Harold  Orien  DeVol,  Jr.,  married  at  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  Nov.  9,  1940, 
I  la  Fern  Wa llace . 


Children  (Seventh  Generation)  Born 

i  Dixie  Lee  DeVol  March  11,  1942 

ii  Val-Chon  "  Aug.  28,  1947 


P  la  ce 

Paso  Robles,  Calif. 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa 


Marion  Lowell  DeVol  married  at  Council  Bluffs,  Jan.  10,  1947,  Della  Rost 

Joyce  Louise  DeVol  married  at  Papillion,  Neb.,  May  27,  1944,  Robert 
R ichard  McGinty . 


Children  (Seventh  Generation) 
i  Kathleen  Marie  McGinty 

ii  Dennis  Michael  " 

iii  Gerald  Lowell  " 

iv  Robert  James  " 


Born 
Feb.  22, 
Dec.  12, 
Sept.  28, 


1945 

1946 
1952 


P  la  ce 

Council  Bluffs,  Iowa 

19  tt  tt 

Denver,  Colo. 


June  19,  1958 


Ralph  Edwin  DeVol,  born  at  Honey  Creek,  Iowa,  Jan.  9,  1902,  son  of  John 
Walter  and  Minnie  Alice  (Lindsey)  DeVol.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
including  high  school,  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  He  married  at  Plattsmouth,  Neb., 
March  23,  1932,  Mary  Josephene  Akers,  born  July  9,  1909,  at  Gravity,  Iowa. 

Ralph  served  in  the  National  Guard  five  and  one-half  years  at  Council  Bluffs. 

He  is  now  the  proprietor  of  a  Drug  Sundries  Store  at  DeWitt,  Neb.  Address  is 
DeWitt ,  Neb.  _  _ 

1373420 


Child  (Sixth  Generation) 
i  Ralph  Robert  DeVol 


Born 

March  5,  1934 


P  la  ce 

Gravity,  Iowa 


Ralph  Robert  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  including  high  school,  at 
DeWitt,  Neb.  He  is  a  Mechanic  with  the  Peterson  Mfg.  Co.  He  married  at 


Beatrice,  Neb.,  Aug.  26,  1956, 
Address  is  DeWitt,  Neb. 


Deborah  Dorcus  Heuer,  born  March  18,  1938. 


John  Walter  DeVol,  Jr.,  born  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  July  22,  1907,  son 
of  John  Walter  and  Minnie  A.  (Lindsey)  DeVol.  He  completed  grade  school.  He 
was  married  Sept.  19,  1937,  to  Lena  Loretta  Farrage  of  Papillon,  Neb.  She  is 
of  Italian  ancestry.  He  is  a  Drug  Clerk  at  a  Pay  Less  Drug  Store,  Sacramento, 
Calif.  Address  is  1508  -  24th  St.,  Sacramento,  Calif. 


Children  (Sixth  Generation)  Born 

i  John  Walter  DeVol  III  April  14,  1938 

Attended  the  public  schools  including 
Sacramento  Senior  High.  He  served  from 
May  19,  1956  to  April  19,  1958,  in  U.S . 

Navy  on  U.S.S.  Shangri  La  Aircraft  Carrier, 
ii  James  Wayne  DeVol  May  24,  1939 

Died  Sept.  20,  1950;  buried  at  Sacramento, 
iii  Frank  Edwin  DeVol  Aug.  22,  1941 

Attends  Sacramento  Senior  High 
iv  Michael  Anthony  DeVol  Feb.  16,  1957 

v  Cheryl  Ann  DeVol  Feb.  16,  1957 

He  weighed  8  lb.  5  oz.  and  she  weighed  7  lb.  14  oz 
at  birth  and  are  among  the  heaviest  twins  born  in 
Mercy  Hospital  there. 


P  la  ce 

Council  Bluffs 


Iowa 


It 


Sacramento,  Calif. 
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Laura  E.  Seymour  DeVol  Family,  Cont. 


Thelma  Caroline  DeVol,  born  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  May  12,  1910, 
daughter  of  John  Walter  and  Minnie  A.  (Lindsey)  DeVol.  She  attended  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  including  Abraham  Lincoln  High  School.  Thelma  married  June  27, 

1931,  Milton  Horace  Etherton,  born  Feb.  22,  1909.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  including  Thomas  Jefferson  High  School,  and  served  in  the  Army  in 
Military  Police  during  World  War  II  in  the  United  States  and  in  Germany. 

Milton  is  now  Assistant  Chief  of  Police  at  Council  Bluffs.  Thelma  is  an  In¬ 
voice  Clerk  at  Brandeis  Department  Store,  Omaha,  Neb.  Address  is  2731  Avenue  H, 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 


Children  (Sixth  Generation) 

Born 

P  la  ce 

i 

Sheila  Rae  Etherton 

July  11,  1944 

Edmundson  Hospital 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa 

i  i 

Lynn  Milton  " 

Jan.  28,  1948 

If  tf  If 

Bessie  A.  DeVol,  born  Dec.  6, 

1880,  daughter  of 

Laura  E.  (Seymour)  and 

Elbert  L.  DeVol,  married  June  11, 

1901,  Harold  Rigby 

,  who  was  born  May  5,  1876 

and 

died  July  26,  1948.  She  lives 

in  Modes  to ,  Calif 

•  -  *  ''  '  '  '  /V/7*  / 

Children  (Fifth  Generation) 

Born 

i 

Esther  G.  Rigby 

May  23, 

1903 

ii 

LaVern  Cawood  " 

May  23, 

1904 

He  was  a  Construction  Engineer,  now 

de ceased . 

iii 

Arthur  U.  Rigby 

May  30, 

1910 

iv 

Harold  E. 

Dec .  9, 

1914 

There  were  five  other  children,  but  they  died  in  infancy. 


Esther  G.  Rigby,  born  May  23,  1903,  married  Edwin  J.  Ashford,  who  died 
Sept.  1955.  Her  address  is  3958  Sequoia  St.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Child  (Sixth  Generation):  Sally  Ann  Ashford,  born  April  28,  1937,  married 
March  19,  1956,  Karl  Thurman.  Address  is  Lake  Arrowhead,  Calif. 

Arthur  U.  Rigby,  born  May  30,  1910,  married  Sept.  1932,  Grace  Freeman, 
born  Aug.  1,  1912.  He  is  a  Construction  Superintendent  and  they  live  in 
Canada . 

Child  (Sixth  Generation):  Arthur  V.*  Rigby,  born  Aug.  3,  1933,  married 
Janette  Kay.  Address  is  3696  Canyon  Crest  Road,  Altadena,  Calif. 

Children  (Seventh  Generation)  Born 

i  Robert  A.  Rigby  March  11,  1954 

ii  Keith 

Harold  E.  Rigby,  born  Dec.  9,  1914,  married  Sept.  1950,  Kathryn  Cromeenes . 
He  is  a  Construction  worker.  Address  is  Yucca  Valley,  Calif. 

Child  (Sixth  Generation):  David  E.  Rigby,  born  Feb.  12,  1952. 

Marion  Elmer  DeVol,  born  at  Bonhomme,  Dakota  Territory,  Dec.  6,  1882,  son 
of  Laura  E.  (Seymour)  and  Elbert  L.  DeVol.  From  1902  to  1916  he  rode  the  range. 
Then  he  learned  the  Plumbing,  Heating  and  Air  Conditioning  trade.  From  1920 
to  1929,  he  had  a  shop  in  Yankton,  S.  Dak.  Marion  married  at  age  of  55.  His 
wife  died  5  years  later.  He  married  again  and  his  second  wife  died  in  1954. 

He  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Lansen,  live  at  1302  Avalon  Ave .  ,  Modesto,  Calif. 
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Laura  E.  Seymour  DeVol  Family,  Cont. 


Laura  Etta  DeVol,  born  at  Yankton,  S.  Dak.,  May  12,  1887,  daughter  of 
Laura  E.  (Seymour)  and  Elbert  L.  DeVol,  married  at  Norton,  Kansas,  December  24, 
1904,  Jesse  Horn.  He  was  born  Jan.  5,  1881,  at  Republican  City,  Neb.  They 
have  lived  in  Kansas  and  Iowa,  and  in  California  for  37  years.  Address  is 


1224 

Avalon  Ave  .  ,  Modesto,  Calif. 

c  />' 

Children  (Fifth  Generation) 

B  orn 

i 

Jesse  Marvin  Horn 

Oc  t . 

If, 

1905 

ii 

Elmer  Earle  " 

June 

20, 

1907 

iii 

Mary  Ann  Elizabeth  Horn 

De  c . 

21, 

1910 

iv 

Vern  William  Horn 

Dec . 

17, 

1912 

V 

Hazel  Fern  " 

Nov. 

11, 

1916 

vi 

John  Wa Iter  " 

Oc  t . 

10, 

1918 

vii  Laura  Etta  "  May  16,  1921 


Jesse  Marvin  Horn,  born  Oct.  11,  1905,  son  of  Laura  E.  (DeVol)  and  Jesse 
Horn,  married  Nov.  6,  1926,  Frieda  M.  Droege,  born  Feb.  14,  1907.  He  is  a 
minister  in  the  Church  of  the  Nazarene.  Address  is  Dorris,  Calif. 

Children  (Sixth  Generation)  Born 

i  Peggie  Irene  Horn  Jan.  19,  1929 

'  ii  Marvin  E.  "  Dec.  16,  1931 

Peggie  Irene  Horn,  born  Jan.  19,  1929,  married  Nov.  1949,  to  Vernon  A. 
Smith.  Address  is  Route  2,  Box  5814,  Anderson,  Calif. 

Child  (Seventh  Generation):  Sally  Irene  Smith,  born  Nov.  23,  1950. 

Marvin  E.  Horn,  born  Dec.  16,  1931,  married  June  1,  1952,  to  June 
Littlejohn.  He  is  an  Electronics  Draftsman.  Address  is  5100  Solano,  Richmond, 
Calif. 


Children  (Seventh  Generation)  Born 

i  Rodney  E.  Horn  March  11,  1954 

ii  Terrie  Ann  "  June  1,  1957 


Elmer  Earle  Horn,  born  June  20,  1907,  son  of  Laura  E.  (DeVol)  and  Jesse 
Horn,  married  June  2,  1928,  Opal  L.  Burns',  born  Dec.  11,  1907.  He  is  a 
Building  Contractor.  Address  is  Route  2,  Box  5524,  Anderson,  Calif. 


Children  (Sixth  Generation) 
i  Harvey  E.  Horn 
ii  Lister  E.  " 


Born 

Jan.  28,  1930 
Oct.  23,  1931 


Harvey  E.  Horn,  born  Jan.  28,  1930,  married  Oct.  22,  1956,  to  Janice.  He 
is  a  Carpenter.  Address  is  Anderson,  Calif. 


Child  (Seventh  Generation):  Kathy  Ann  Horn,  born  Oct.  12,  1957. 

Lester  E.  Horn,  born  Oct.  23,  1931,  married  June  2,  1952,  to  Betty  Pierce. 
He  is  a  Carpenter.  Address  is  Anderson,  Calif. 

Children  (Seventh  Generation) 
l  Ruth  E.  Horn 
ii  Karen  L.  " 


Born 

May  28,  1953 
Dec.  21,  1955 
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Laura  E.  Seymour  DeVol  Family,  Cont. 


Mary  Ann  Elizabeth  Horn,  born  Dec.  21,  1910,  daughter  of  Laura  E.  (DeVol) 
and  Jesse  Horn,  married  Dec.  24,  1928,  to  Cecil  K.  Burns,  born  Aug.  30,  1907. 
He  is  employed  by  the  Southern  California  Gas  Company.  Address  is  11050 
Emelita  St.,  North  Hollywood,  Calif. 


Child  (Sixth  Generation): 


company 


Thomas  L.  Burns,  born  Sept.  18,  1930,  married 
arn  Nov.  1,  1930.  He  is  a  Draftsman  and  Elec- 
3304  Mayall  St.,  Granada  Hills,  Calif. 

Dn)  Born 

Nov.  29,  1950 
July  29,  1952 
Sept.  12,  1953 
May  28,  1955 


June  8,  1933,  Dorothy  Martin.  They  separated.  He 
1945,  Viola  Dupron.  He  is  employed  by  a  trucking 
Address  is  1316  Market  St.,  Stockton,  Calif. 
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.  1949,  to 

Mary  Ann 

tron 

ics  Enginee 

r .  Addri 

Children  (Seventh  < 

i 

Sandra  L. 

Burns 

ii 

Steven  T. 

u 

iii 

Scott  H. 

n 

iv 

Mary  Ann 

ti 

Vern  William  Horn, 

Horn 

.  He  married  first 

marr 

ied  second, 

March  7 

Children  (Sixth  Generation)  Born 

i  Arthur  Vern  Horn  (1st  marriage)  June  13,  1934 

ii  Renee  Marie  Horn  (2nd  marriage)  Dec.  30,  1946 

Hazel  Fern  Horn,  born  Nov.  11,  1916,  daughter  of  Laura  E.  (DeVol)  and 
Jesse  Horn.  She  married  first,  June  10,  1933,  Ray'S.  Ewing.  They  separated. 
She  married  second,  June  12,  1940,  Lee  R.  Snyder.  He  is  a  Carpenter.  Address 
is  15220  Los  Alamos,  San  Fernando,  Calif. 

Children  (Sixth  Generation)  Born 

i  Jesse  L.  Ewing  Sept.  9,  1934 

ii  Nancy  G.  Snyder  Oct.  25,  1948 

Jesse  L.  Ewing  Snyder,  born  Sept.  9,  1934,  married  June  23,  1956,  Carol 
Sabin.  He  is  attending  college.  Address  is  5618  Cleon  St.,  North  Hollywood, 
Calif. 


John  Walter  Horn,  born  Oct.  10,  1918,  son  of  Laura  E.  (DeVol)  and  Jesse 
Horn,  married  May  13,  1938,  to  Marjorie  Weible.  He  is  a  Mechanic.  Address  is 
3666  S.  San  Gabriel  Boulevard,  South  San  Gabriel,  Calif. 

Child  (Sixth  Generation):  Raymond  L.  Horn,  born  Feb.  2,  1944. 

Laura  Etta  Horn,  born  May  16,  1921,  daughter  of  Laura  E.  (DeVol)  and 
Jesse  Horn,  married  Sept.  8,  1937,  to  Elman  E.  Barber.  He  owns  a  Sheet  Metal, 
Plumbing  and  Heating  business.  Address  is  P.  0.  Box  91,  Tracy,  Calif. 

Children  (Sixth  Generation)  Born 

i  Gerald  E.  Barber  Dec.  30,  1938 

ii  Suzanne  L.  "  June  17,  1947 

Esther  C.  DeVol,  born  April  1,  1897,  daughter  of  Laura  E.  (Seymour)  and 
Elbert  L.  DeVol,  married  first,  October  1914,  Jack  Clark.  They  separated  in 
1915.  She  married  second,  June  24,  1922,  Charles  C.  Lansen.  Address  is 
1302  Avalon  Ave  .  ,  Modesto,  Calif. 
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Laura  E.  Seymour  DeVol  Family,  Cont. 


Child  (Fifth  Ge.neration) 

Elbert  L.  Clark,  born  Aug.  12,  1915,  He  was  married  October  1935  to 
Viola  Valentino.  He  was  employed  by  the  F.B.I.  in  World  War  II.  He  is  an 
Asst.  Superintendent  at  Hughes  Air  Craft.  Address  is  694  W.  Palm  Drive, 

El  Segundo,  Calif. 


Children  (Sixth  Generation) 
i  Fern  M,  Clark 
ii  Carol  " 
iii  Elbert  L.  A.  Clark 


Born 

Aug.  18,  1937 
Jan.  13,  1939 
Oct.  17,  1944 


Fern  M.  Clark  was  married  May  12,  1956,  to  David  Tillson.  Address  is 
1027  W.  226th  Street,  Torrance,  Calif. 

Lurena  A.  Seymour  Frandsen  Family 

Lurena  Adelade  Seymour,  born  Feb.  23,  1861,  daughter  of  Stephen  Titus  and 
Lucinda  (Owen)  Seymour  of  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa.  She  married  in  1897  Matthew 
Frandsen.  They  lived  at  Denison,  Algona,  and  Britt,  Iowa. 

Children  (Fourth  Generation) 
i  Anna,  now  deceased 
ii  Helen 

iii  Esther,  now  deceased 


Maggie  0.  Seymour  Davis  Family 


Maggie  0.  Seymour,  born  Oct.  23,  1865,  daughter  of  Stephen  Titus  and 
Lucinda  (Owen)  Seymour  of  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa.  She  married  James  Walter  Davis. 
They  lived  at  Fremont,  Neb.  She  died  in  November  1928,  at  Pierson,  Iowa,  and 
was  buried  there. 


Child  (Fourth  Generation):  Raymond  Davis,  Decatur,  Neb. 
(7/14/58  -  Postmaster  reports  him  as  unknown  there.) 


Will  iam -Bur  ton  Seymour  Family 


William  Burton  Seymour  (Burt),  bornr  in  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa,  March  5,  1868, 
son  of  Stephen  Titus  and  Lucinda  (Owen)  Seymour.  When  he  was  quite  young,  his 
family  moved  to  Dakota  Territory  and  lived  on  a  homestead.  When  a  young  man, 
he  taught  school.  He  married  at  Council  Bluffs,  IOwa,  in  1894,  Laura  E.  Totten, 
born  Nov.  14,  1875.  Her  early  life  was  spent  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  They  lived 
in  Council  Bluffs.  She  died  at  Manilla,  Iowa,  Feb.  14,  1905.  Their  children 
then  lived  with  different  relatives.  William  Burton  went  to  South  Dakota  and 
worked  as  a  Carpenter  in  the  new  towns  of  Kennebec,  Presho,  and  others.  About 
1911,  he  and  his  older  children  lived  in  Sioux  City.  About  1913,  he  went  to 
Kingsley,  Iowa,  and  his  daughters  lived  with  him  until  each  one  married.  Later 
he  lived  with  his  daughter,  Maggie  Seymour  Carney  and  continued  Carpentry  work. 
He  died  at  Pierson,  Iowa,  Oct.  22,  1935.  William  Burton  and  Laura  were  buried 
a t  Manilla . 
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William  Burton  Seymour  Family,  Cont. 


i 

Children  (Fourth 
Frank  Titus 

Genera  tion) 

Feb. 

Born 

10, 

1895 

P  la  ce 
Mondamin , 

Iowa 

ii 

Lucinda 

May 

8,  1896 

It 

1 1 

lii 

Maggie  Florence 

Jan. 

28, 

1898 

Den  is  on , 

It 

iv 

Ada  Pearl 

July 

16, 

1899 

Manil la , 

1 1 

V 

Daisy  Alice 

Nov. 

29, 

1902 

f  I 

1 1 

vi 

Died  Feb.  4, 
William  Henry 

1903 

Feb. 

25, 

1904 

ft 

It 

Frank  Titus  Seymour,  born  Feb.  10,  1895,  at  Mondamin,  Iowa,  son  of 
William  Burton  and  Laura  (Totten)  Seymour.  After  his  mother’s  death  in  1905, 
he  lived  with  his  Uncle  Winthrop  and  Aunt  May  at  Delmont,  S.  Dak.,  and  his 
Uncle  Reuben  and  Aunt  Cora  at  Belvedere,  S.  Dak.  He  recalls  drinking  from  a 
gourd  cup  where  an  oaken  bucket  was  used  to  draw  water  from  the  well.  This 
was  quite  a  novelty.  He  is  now  a  Farmer. 

In  World  War  I,  Frank  entered  military  service  May  9,  1918,  at  LeMars, 

Iowa.  His  training  in  the  infantry  was  at  Camp  McArthur,  Waco,  Texas,  Co.  B, 

5th  Inf.,  7th  Division,  and  at  Camp  Merritt.  He  embarked  on  the  Leviathan 
Aug.  3  at  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  and  landed  Aug.  11  at  Brest,  France.  He  was  stationed 
at  several  places  in  France,  transferred  to  Co.  E,  26th  Division,  103rd  Infan¬ 
try,  moved  to  the  front  at  St.  Michel,  Sept.  12-14,  went  over  the  top  Nov.  5th, 
was  at  Verdun,  and  Nov.  9th  at  Mouse  Argonne .  He  was  wounded  Nov.  10  G.S.W. 
and  Gas,  entered  evacuation  hospital  at  Bordeaux,  France.  April  3,  1919,  re¬ 
turned  to  duty,  April  5  left  France  on  the  Americia,  landed  at  Camp  Devine, 

Mass.  April  17,  1919,  discharged  at  Camp  Dodge,  Iowa.  Frank  belongs  to  the 
American  Legion.  Address  is  Hornick,  Iowa. 

Lucinda  Seymour,  born  May  8,  1896,  at  Mondamin,  Iowa,  daughter  of  William 
B.  and  Laura  (Totten)  Seymour.  After  her  mother  died  in  1905,  she  lived  with 
her  Uncle  Reuben  Seymour  near  Kennebec,  S.  Dak.  Lucinda  married  at  Kingsley, 
Iowa,  July  7,  1918,  William  C.  Hughes,  a  Farmer.  Later  the  family  moved  to 
Anthon,  where  William  died  in  1936.  His  son,  William,  then  farmed  for  the 
family  there  and  at  Moville  until  he  married.  Lucinda  and  the  other  children 
lived  in  different  places  —  Bronson  and  Sioux  City,  Iowa;  Denver,  Colo.;  San 
Francisco,  Calif.;  and  returned  to  Sioux  City  in  1947.  She  and  the  single 
daughters  located  in  San  Francisco  later,  and  she  was  occupied  as  a  Practical 
Nurse.  In  1959,  Lucinda  returned  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  lives  with  her 
daughter,  Bonita  Williams,  at  1111  West  Fifth  Street. 
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i  Generation) 
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iv 
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1 1 

April  2, 
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Alfred  Curtis 

1 1 

Oct.  10, 

1930 

tt  tt 

vi 

Bonita  Marie 

ft 

March  22, 

1933 

Anthon,  Iowa 

William  Bur  ton 

Hughes,  born 

Sept.  23,  1920,  at 

Kingsley,  Iowa,  son 

William  C.  and  Lucinda  (Seymour)  Hughes.  He  attended  the  grade  schools.  After 
his  father  died  in  1936  at  Anthon,  he  farmed  for  his  mother  there  and  later  at 
Moville.  He  married  at  LeMars,  July  6,  1940,  Viola  Marie  Wink,  born  July  3, 
1922,  at  Moville.  William  and  Viola  farmed  near  Sioux  City,  then  lived  in 
Oregon  for  a  year,  returned  to  Sioux  City  where  he  was  employed  by  Martin’s 
Dry  Goods  Co.  He  has  since  operated  a  welding  shop  and  is  now  employed  as  an 
Operator  of  a  gas  transport.  His  hobbies  are  fishing  and  hunting.  Address  is 
1420  S.  Linn  Ave  .  ,  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
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William  Burton  Seymour  Family,  Cont. 


Children  (Sixth  Generation) 
i  William  Burton  Hughes,  Jr. 
ii  Constance  Marie  " 
iii  David  Curtis  " 
iv  Da  le  Eugene  " 

Bonnie  Louise  Hughes,  born  Feb.  19, 
William  C.  and  Lucinda  (Seymour)  Hughes. 
She  married  at  Storm  Lake,  Iowa,  on  Dec. 
ceremony  was  performed  by  Rev.  Milton  H. 
is  a  Farmer,  Truck  Driver  and  Tractor  Op 


Born 

Dec.  18,  1942 
May  20,  1946 
April  30,  1953 
Aug.  28,  1956 

1923,  at  Kingsley,  Iowa,  daughter  of 
She  attended  high  school  at  Moville. 
11,  1939,  Walter  F.  Johns.  The 
Dills  of  the  Christian  Church.  Walter 
rator.  Address  is  Tygh  Valley,  Oregon. 


Child  (Sixth  Generation):  Anna  Johns,  born  Feb.  8,  1954, 

The  Dalles,  Oregon 

Bunnie  Lu  Hughes,  born  Nov.  15,  1924,  at  Kingsley,  Iowa,  daughter  of 
William  C.  and  Lucinda  (Seymour)  Hughes.  She  attended  high  school  at  Moville. 

In  a  contest  in  1939,  Bunnie  was  chosen  "America’s  Typical  Fanner's  Daughter." 

She  appeared  on  radio  in  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  daily  for  a  week — a  very  thrilling 
experience  for  her.  She  married  in  San  Francisco,  July  20,  1951,  Richard  H. 
Perry,  born  Oct.  12,  1920,  in  San  Francisco.  He  is  a  Deputy  Attorney  General 
for  the  State  of  California.  They  are  divorced.  She  is  a  Legal  Secretary. 
Bunnie's  address  is  266  N.  Mayfair  Ave . ,  Daly  City,  Calif. 

Child  (Sixth  Generation):  Jon  Richard  Perry,  born  Dec.  6,  1952 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Alfred  Curtis  Hughes,  born  Oct.  10,  1930,  at  Kingsley,  Iowa,  son  of 
William  C.  and  Lucinda  (Seymour)  Hughes.  He  attended  grade  school  in  Sioux 
City.  He  married  in  March,  1950,  Joan  Haynie  in  San  Francisco.  She  was  born 
there.  Alfred  spent  four  years  in  the  U.  S.  Air  Force  with  several  trips 
abroad  and  several  near  crashes.  He  is  a  Radar  Electrical  worker.  Joan  is  a 
Teletype  Operator.  Address  is  2298  So.  First,  San  Jose,  Calif. 

Bonita  Marie  Hughes,  born  March  22,  1933,  at  Anthon,  Iowa,  daughter  of 
William  C.  and  Lucinda  (Seymour)  Hughes.  She  was  only  three  years  old  when 
her  father  died  and  her  mother  moved  with  her  family  to  different  places. 

Bonita  attended  the  public  schools  and  Central  High  School,  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

She  married  on  Feb.  13,  1949,  Donald  Ray  Williams,  born  at  Moville,  July  20, 

1926.  He  is  an  Electrician.  He  was  in  the  Army  during  and  after  World  War  II. 
Bonita  and  Donald  live  at  Sioux  City.  They  are  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  where  she  sings  in  the  choir  and  he  is  a  deacon.  Besides  being  a  home- 
maker,  she  does  charity  work  for  the  United  Campaign.  Address  is  1111  West 
Fifth  Street,  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

They  have  one  child  (sixth  generation):  Gregory  Allen  Williams,  born 

May  5,  1952  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 


Maggie  Florence  Seymour,  born  at  Denison,  Iowa,  Jan.  28,  1898,  daughter 
of  William  Burton  and  Laura  (Totten)  Seymour.  After  her  mother  died  in  1905, 
she  lived  with  "Grandma  Brown"  until  1913.  Then  Maggie  and  her  sisters  lived 
with  their  father  at  Kingsley,  Iowa,  where  she  graduated  from  high  school. 

She  married  at  Pierson,  Iowa,  Oct.  15,  1919,  Charles  Carney,  "a  wonderful  guy." 
He  was  killed  June  22,  1923,  in  a  sawmill  accident.  Maggie  had  three  small 
sons  to  care  for.  She  had  employment  as  a  Telephone  Operator.  In  1938,  she 
moved  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  was  employed  at  a  cafeteria.  Later  she  cooked 
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William  Burton  Seymour  Family,  Cont. 


at  different  places.,  among  them  a  Children’s  Home  in  Sioux  City,  also  one  in 
Omaha,  Neb.,  a  Fraternity  House  in  Ames,  Iowa,  a  Church  in  Cedar  Rapids,  and 
at  a  Fraternity  House  in  Iowa  City.  Having  recently  resigned  at  that  place, 
Maggie’s  present  address  is  1110  Washington  Drive,  Marion,  Iowa. 


As  Maggie’s  sons  have  been  stationed  at  different  places  in  recent  years, 
she  has  had  the  pleasure  of  trips  to  Washington,  D  .C .  ,  Biloxi,  Miss.,  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.,  and  Hawaii  to  visit  her  sons  and  their  families. 


Children  (Fifth  Generation) 
i  Charles  Seymour  Carney 
ii  Richard  Leon  ,v 

iii  Duane  Albert  " 
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Charles  Seymour  Carney  was  born  July  12,  1920,  at  Pierson,  Iowa,  where  he 
attended  school  and  graduated  from  high  school.  He  enlisted  in  the  Navy  and 
specialized  in  radio  work.  This  was  completed  on  his  21st  birthday,  he  then 
being  a  Petty  Officer,  Radio  Man  First  Class.  Charles  married  July  11,  1942, 
Dorothy  Bigelow  of  Rochester,  Minn.,  where  he  was  employed  at  the  airport. 

He  was  drafted  into  the  Navy  in  1943,  and  was  stationed  as  a  Radio  man  on  a 
submarine  tender  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  He  was  sent  to  Radio  School  in  Chicago 
and  to  the  Naval  Radio  Research  Laboratories  in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  became 
an  instructor  there.  He  also  took  college  work.  He  completed  the  Electrical 
Engineering  course  at  Iowa  State  College,  Ames,  in  1950. 


Charles  has  since  worked  at  Collins  Radio  Co.,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  He  is 
a  Sales  Engineer.  He  supervised  the  installation  of  radio  equipment  on  the 
Distant  Early  Warning  (DEW)  line  at  the  Arctic  Circle.  He  is  a  Radio  Operator, 
Call  No.  WOGDJ.  Address  is  1110  Washington  Drive,  Marion,  Iowa. 


Children  (Sixth  Generation) 
i  Charles  Craig  Carney 
ii  James  Alan  n 

in  Michael  Seymour  " 
iv  Carol  Sue  " 

v  Cynthia  Margaret  ” 


Born 

Apr i 1  11,  1943 
April  10,  1948 
March  25 ,  1953 
May  13,  1955 
Nov.  19,  1957 


P  la  ce 

Roches  ter ,  Minn . 

If  IT 

Marion,  Iowa 

If  II 

If  It 


Charles  Craig  Carney  is  a  Ham  Rad ior Opera  tor ,  Call  No.  KOHTP. 

Richard  Leon  Carney  was  born  Nov.  18,  1921,  at  Pierson,  Iowa,  and  attended 
school  there.  As  a  member  of  the  National  Guard,  he  went  to  Camp  Claiborne, 
Louisiana,  in  Feb.  1941.  He  was  in  the  service  in  World  War  II.  He  was  with 
the  first  contingent  sent  to  Ireland,  from  there  to  North  Africa,  Sicily,  Italy 
and  France,  and  returned  home  in  1945. 


Richard  married  Feb.  25,  1946,  Elizabeth  Stoffel  of  Remsen,  Iowa.  He 
later  enlisted  in  che  Air  Force  and  has  been  stationed  at  Offutt  Field,  Omaha, 
Neb.,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo. ,  Reno,  Nev.,  Mountain  Home,  Idaho,  and  at 
Hickam  Field,  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  where  he  was  a  Judo  Instructor  and  an  Air 
Policeman.  In  1958,  Richard  was  transferred  to  Patrick  Air  Force  Base  in 
Florida.  He  is  a  Master  Sergeant  and  an  Air  Policeman.  Address  is  25  A 
Delaware  St.,  Eau  Gallie  7,  Florida. 
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William  Burton  Seymour  Family,  Cont. 


Children  (Sixth 
i  Patricia  Joanne 
ii  Jacquelyn  Mary 


lii  Jeanette  Ann 


Genera  tion  ) 

C  a  r  ne  y 

H 

r  r 

Died  May 

ft 

ft 

I? 

ft 


Born 

Aug.  7,  1946 
April  28,  1948 

April  28,  1948 
1,  1948 

Feb.  19,  1950 
July  7,  1952 
July  31,  1956 
Jan.  21,  1959 


iv  Roberta  Lynn 
v  Richard  Leon 
vi  Catherine  Ann 
vii  Charles  Joseph 


P  la  ce 

S ioux  C ity ,  Iowa 
Offutt  Field, 
Omaha ,  Neb . 

ft  r  r 


t  f  ft 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 
Hawa ii 

Eau  Gal  lie,  Florida 


Duane  Albert  Carney,  born  April  6,  1923.  He  attended  school  at  Pierson, 
Iowa,  and  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  where  he  graduated  from  high  school  in  June, 
1941.  He  enlisted  in  the  Air  Force  in  Aug.  1941  and  studied  Radar.  During 
World  War  II,  he  was  stationed  in  Panama,  then  transferred  to  India  where  he 
was  Radar  Maintenance  man.  He  was  stationed  in  the  India-Burma  Theater  with 
the  2nd  Air  Commando  Group  and  attached  to  the  British  Headquarters.  He  re~ 
turned  home  in  1945. 


Duane  attended  Iowa  State  College,  Ames,  where  he  received  a  degree  in 
Electrical  Engineering  in  1951.  He  received  a  2nd  Lt.  Commission  in  the  USAF 
upon  graduation,  and  was  called  to  active  duty.  He  served  as  a  Radar  Instructor 
at  Biloxi,  Miss.  He  married  June  22,  1952,  Hilda  Rea  Hester  of  Jackson,  Miss. 

He  has  since  worked  at  Collins  Radio  Co.,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and  at  McDonnell 
Aircraft,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  also  at  Hallicrafter  Radio  Corpora  tion ,  Chicago,  Ill. 
Duane  is  now  employed  by  Lockheed  Aircraft  Corporation,  Sunnyvale,  California. 
Address  is  2576  Patricia,  Santa  Clara,  Calif. 

Child  (Sixth  Generation):  Eliesa  Orell  Carney,  born  Sept.  30,  1956, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Ada  Pearl  Seymour,  born  at  Manilla,  Iowa,  July  16,  1899,  daughter  of 
William  Burton  and  Laura  E.  (Totten)  Seymour.  After  her  mother  died  in  1905, 
she  and  her  brother,  William,  lived  with  their  Grandmother  Totten  at  Waterloo, 
Iowa.  As  she  couldn't  keep  both  children,  Ada  then  lived  with  her  Uncle 
Winthrop  and  Aunt  May  at  Delmont,  S.  Dak.  Ada  stayed  with  one  of  her  teachers 
for  a  time,  then  with  her  father  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  The  family  moved  to 
Kingsley,  Iowa,  where  she  graduated  from  high  school  in  1918.  She  entered 
Jennie  Edmundson  Memorial  Hospital  in  Council  Bluffs,  from  which  she  graduated 
and  became  a  registered  nurse  in  1922.  She  married  Beauford  Evan  Lewis  (Bootz) 
in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  Nov.  29,  1923,  Thanksgiving  Day.  He  was  employed  by 
the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  and  is  now  in  poor  health  and  retired.  Ada's 
hobby  is  raising  flowers  and  she  has  a  lovely  Rose  Garden.  She  also  enjoys 
sewing.  Address  is  1845  Ferguson  Drive,  Montebello,  Calif. 

Children  (Fifth  Generation)  Born  Place 

i  Patricia  Ann  Lewis  July  30,  1926  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa 

ii  William  Harry  "  Nov.  9,  1927  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Patricia  Ann  Lewis,  born  July  30,  1926,  attended  school  in  Los  Angeles 
and  completed  high  school  there.  She  was  employed  as  a  Stenographer  for  the 
Air  Force  during  the  war,  then  as  Private  Secretary  to  the  president  of 
Sterling  Motor  Corporation.  She  was  married  Sept.  27,  1945,  at  Los  Angeles  to 
Harry  Le land  Mill,  born  Nov.  30,  1920,  in  Montana.  He  was  with  the  Marines 
and  Seabees  during  the  war.  He  is  now  in  the  Plumbing  business.  Address  is 
1903  Ferguson  Drive,  Montebello,  Calif. 
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William  Burton  Seymour  Family,  Cont. 


Children  (Sixth  Generation) 

Born 

i  Linda  Lee  Mill 

Oct . 

14,  1946 

ii  Robert  Harry  " 

July 

30,  1948 

He  was  accidentally  killed 

while  playing  May  14, 

iii  John  Steven  Mill 

Oct . 

1,  1949 

iv  Sandra  Kathleen  Mill 

Jan. 

17,  1953 

v  Va lor ie  Lorraine  " 

Feb. 

8,  1954 

William  Harry  Lewis  (Bill),  born  Nov.  9,  1927,  attended  school  in  Los 
Angeles  and  graduated  from  high  school  there.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  in 
a  Tool  &  Die  Shop  and  is  now  employed  by  the  True  Trace  Corporation.  His 
hobby  is  automobiles  and  motorcycles.  William  is  a  bachelor  and  lives  with 
his  parents  at  1845  Ferguson  Drive,  Montebello,  Calif. 


William  Henry  Seymour,  born  at  Manilla,  Iowa,  Feb.  25,  1904,  son  of 
William  Burton  and  Laura  (Totten)  Seymour.  After  his  mother’s  death  in  1905, 
her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Totten  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  cared  for  him.  Later  the 
family,  including  William,  moved  to  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  He  attended  public 
schools  and  graduated  from  the  A-8th  intermediate  grade,  also  attended  the 
Frank  Wiggins  Trade  School  and  the  National  Auto  School.  William  served  as 
Apprentice  Newspaper  Pressman  for  the  Los  Angeles  Times  and  also  worked  for 
the  San  Francisco  Chronicle.  He  was  employed  by  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
and  was  in  an  accident  and  lost  his  left  leg  below  the  knee.  He  learned  to 
be  a  telegraph  operator,  but  never  did  that  kind  of  work.  For  14  years  he  was 
Shop  Foreman  in  an  aircraft  parts  factory,  then  became  a  Plastic  Mold  Builder 
with  Almac  Mfg.  Co.  in  El  Monte  where  he  is  still  employed. 


William  married  April  9,  1935,  Ruby  Merchant  in  Los  Angeles.  The  ceremony 
was  performed  by  Aimee  Semple  McPherson.  Ruby  was  born  at  Broken  Bow,  Neb., 
Feb.  28,  1893,  daughter  of  Temple  Isaac  and  Mary  Susan  (Bishop)  Merchant.  Her 
grandfather,  Isaac  Merchant,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Broken  Bow  and  was  the 
first  Mayor.  He  planned  the  layout  of  the  town  including  the  planting  of  the 
trees  in  the  public  square  and  made  the  plans  for  the  business  buildings.  He 
was  also  the  first  Marshal  of  Custer  Co.  Ruby  is  a  Real  Estate  Broker  and  her 
husband  assists  her.  Address  is  372  W.  San  Bernardino  Road,  Covina,  Calif. 
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David  A.  Seymour  Family 


David  A lansen  Seymour  (Uncle  Lant)  born  May  12,  1826,  son  of  Reuben  and 
Almira  Seymour.  He  spent  his  childhood  with  his  family  in  New  York  state. 
There  is  no  information  about  his  activities  when  he  first  moved  to  Iowa  ex¬ 
cept  that  he  engaged  in  farming  with  his  brothers.  He  married  Anna  McFarlane. 
They  lived  on  a  farm  near  Reesville  north  of  Miles,  in  Jackson  Co.  He  died 
Jan.  15,  1888.  Later,  Mrs.  Seymour  and  her  sons,  Ezra  and  Herbert,  moved  to 
Clinton.  George  A.  Walker  boarded  with  her  when  he  went  to  Clinton  Business 
College.  He  writes  of  her  as  follows:  "Aunt  Ann  was  a  jolly  woman.  Alfred 
Seymour  lived  with  her  the  winter  I  was  there.  If  Herbert  and  I  could  not 
think  of  tricks  to  play  on  Ezra  and  Alfred,  she  would  help  us."  Their  tricks 
consisted  of  stuffing  shoes,  putting  pepper  on  pillows,  taking  slats  out  of 
beds,  etc. 

Aunt  Ann  was  related  to  the  Lewis  family  of  Virginia.  Attached  is  an 
article  about  her  visit  to  the  St.  Louis  Fair  on  Lewis  day,  Sept.  23,  1904. 

Children  (Fourth  Generation) 
i  Fred,  married  a  Miss  Sheets  of  Preston,  Iowa, 
li  Ezra.  There  is  a  photograph  of  him  and  his  wife  taken  at  Pr ophe ts town , 

Ill.  On  it  is  the  notation:  "Ezra  and  wife,  Morrellton,  Missouri 
iii  Herbert,  married  a  Clinton  girl.  He  was  an  Engineer  on  the  C.&  N.W. 
Railway  and  was  killed  in  an  accident  while  working. 

This  story  was  published  in  the  Clinton  Herald  in  Iowa  at  the  time  of  the  St. 
Louis  Fair  in  1904: 


Valued  Historical  Portraits 

In  the  home  of  Mrs.  D.  A.  Seymour  at  534  Third  Avenue,  are  a  number  of 
quaint  heirlooms  of  times  gone  by,  but  of  the  entire  collection  there  is 
nothing  more  valuable  to  the  owner  and  at  the  present  time  more  interesting 
to  outsiders  than  rwo  pictures  which  in  small  square,  faded  gilt  frames  hang 
on  the  walls.  Tnese  pictures  are  framed  identically  and  as  they  hang  side  by 
side  associate  the  two  men  whose  portraits  are  reproduced,  Merriweather  Lewis 
and  William  Clarke.  At  this  time  the  names  of  Lewis  and  Clarke  are  brought 
back  to  memory  by  the  St.  Louis  fair  and  the  special  day,  ’Lewis  day, 

Sept.  23,'  to  be  observed  in  honor  of  the  leader  of  the  expedition. 

r 

....  (Mrs.  Seymour)  is  one  of  the  few  living  descendants  of  this  once 
well  known  family,  another,  J.  D.  Lewis,  living  near  Charlottesville,  Va . 

It  is  from  this  gentleman  that  Mrs.  Seymour  has  obtained  some  of  the  data  for 
this  sketch,  many  of  her  family  records  having  been  obliterated  by  fire. 

Merriweather  Lewis,  who  had  the  honor  to  be  private  secretary  of  Thomas 
Jefferson,  was  chosen  by  him  to  command  an  expedition  to  the  northwest  in 
order  to  trace  the  best  water  route  to  the  Pacific  coast.  This  recommendation 
was  made  to  congress  in  January,  1803,  at  the  time  the  Louisiana  purchase 
interest  was  at  its  height. 

Lewis  was  already  prominent  in  national  affairs.  He  was  born  in  Char- 
lottesville,  in  August,  1774,  and  seems  early  to  have  felt  an  interest  in  the 
stirring  events  of  those  times.  His  uncle  had  been  a  member  of  the  king's 
council,  another  uncle  had  married  a  sister  of  General  Washington  (Betty  of 
Kenmore),  and  his  father  was  the  youngest  son  of  Col.  Robert  Lewis,  a  man  of 
military  repute  in  tnose  days  of  great  commanders. 
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David  A.  Seymour  Family,  Cont. 

The  local  connection  with  Merriweather  Lewis  comes  from  the  near  relation¬ 
ship  of  Mrs.  Seymour,  her  grandmother  having  been  a  sister  of  the  explorer. 

Margaret  Lewis  and  Andrew  McFarlane  were  married  at  Stanton,  Va . ,  in 
1780.  The  groom  was  from  the  farther  west  settlement  which  is  now  known  as 
Pittsburg,  and  the  bride  was  an  older  sister  of  Merriweather  Lewis.  McFarlane 
was  not  without  prestige  having  served  six  years  in  the  army  and  having  been 
with  LaFayette  in  tne  revolutionary  war,  where  he  attained  a  high  rank. 
LaFayette  while  in  Virginia,  was  entertained  at  McFar  lane’s  home,  and  Mrs. 
Seymour  is  xhe  proud  possessor  of  a  snuff  box  which  was  used  by  the  gracious 
French  officer  and  nobleman  and  also  has  a  cherry  table,  inlaid  with  mahogany 
which  was  in  use  at  the  same  time,  and  at  which  the  honored  LaFayette  was 
served  with  food.  An  old  kettle  which  was  used  during  active  campaign  services 
is  still  owned  by  this  lady  and  the  family  clock  which  has  seen  generations  of 
McFar lanes  come  and  go.  (The  clock  was  a  grandfather's  clock  so  tall  that  it 
was  necessary  to  cut  a  hole  in  the  ceiling  of  the  room  where  it  stood  in  the 
farm  house  of  Mrs.  Seymour.) 

One  of  the  sons  of  Margaret  Lewis  McFarlane  moved  with  his  family  to 
Jackson  county  in  1844,  and  here  was  the  home  during  early  days  of  statehood, 
of  Anna  McFarlane,  now  Mrs.  D.  A.  Seymour  of  this  city.  The  lady  has  a  rich 
fund  of  stories  of  family  legendary  interest,  which,  coupled  with  the  sur¬ 
rounding  relics  of  those  early  days,  make  them  all  the  more  interesting. 


Alfred  M.  Seymour  Family 


Alfred  M.  Seymour  (Uncle  Fred)  born  June  5,  1831  son  of  Reuben  and 
Almira  Seymour.  He  spent  his  childhood  with  the  family  in  New  York  State. 
After  moving  to  Iowa,  he  engaged  in  farming  with  other  members  of  the  family. 
He  was  a  Methodist.  He  married  Helen  Wilson.  They  lived  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
also  in  Omaha,  Neb.  There  are  photographs  of  them,  hers  being  taken  at  Daven¬ 
port.  Tney  had  no  children. 
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Excerpts  from  letters  to  Almira  Seymour 

Letter  of  Sept.  28  1868,  from  Lura  at  Davenport  to  Almira  Seymour,  care  of 

C.  L.  Seymour,  Clinton: 

,J  ...I  go  to  school  all  the  time  and  have  to  study  real  hard.  I  take 
Latin  Geometry  Philosophy  Natural  History  Drawing  and  Writing  lessons.  also 

lessons  in  keeping  house  &  serving  which  I  think  are  very  important . 

I  had  a  letter  from  home  the  other  day  which  said  that  Julia  had  a  daughter. 

oh  how  how  I  would  like  to  see  her  and  all  my  friends  up  there . I  think 

now  I  can  see  all  of  uncle  Vates  family  in  the  old  house  of  a  winters  evening 
I  can  only  imagine  the  scene  but  dare  not  undertake  to  describe  but  all  who 
have  been  there  and  enjoyed  it  as  I  have  only  can  know  I  never  in  my  live 
had  as  much  pure  enjoyment  in  a  place  as  I  have  there  but  those  happy  days  of 

child  hood  can  never  come  back  they  only  serve  as  memories  of  the  past . 

Give  my  love  to  Julia  &  Martha  and  tell  them  I  want  to  see  them  ever  so  much 
and  give  my  love  to  all  uncle  Vates  family  and  all  friends  who  would  like  to 
hear  from  me  but  dont  neglect  to  take  a  large  share  for  your  self  and  Grandpa 
and  tell  Grandpa  that  I  am  going  to  tease  him  again  to  .send  me  that  list  of 
names  of  the  family  or  whatever  he  writes  as  that  gentleman  wants  them  very 
much . " 


Letter  of  July  28,  1872,  from  Charles  Seymour,  Deep  River,  Iowa: 

'•'Dear  Grandma 

After  hearing  of  the  death  of  Grandpa  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  write  you  a 
few  lines  for  your  comfort  if  I  can  When  I  look  back  a  few  years  when  I  was 
a  little  boy  Grandpa  was  stout  and  hearty  full  of  ambition  and  go  ahead  and 
since  that  one  trouble  after  another  has  followed  until  now  Grandpas  troubles 
in  this  world  is  at  an  end  I  look  back  a  few  short  years  and  our  family  was 
unbroken  and  we  all  lived  where  we  could  meet  together  occasionaly  enjoy  each 
others  society  but  death  has  entered  first  it  took  Mother  from  us  Oh  I  never 
shall  forget  the  night  she  died  you  and  Grandpa  came  over  through  the  dark 
staid  till  morn  Grandpa  sat  on  the  bed  and  held  poor  Ma’s  head  in  his  arms 
till  she  breathed  her  last  the  next  was  Uncle  Will  When  I  think  of  the  many 
happy  season^  I  have  enjoyed  with  him  it  does  not  seem  possible  that  he  is 
gone  and  now  Dear  Grandpa  has  gone  to  try  the  realities  of  a  never  ending 
Eternity.  Grandma  it  seems  as  though  you  have  had  one  trouble  after  another 
all  your  lifetime  but  I  rejoyce  that  you  have  been  enabled  to  put  your  trust 
in  the  blessed  Saviour  o'* 


Excerpts  from  letters  to  Almira  Seymour  from  Pet  Seymour. 

From  Char  lot te ,  June  16,  1872: 

*’I  started  to  School  last  monday  I  like  it  very  much.  Mr.  Williams  is 
my  teacher  and  he  is  worth  going  to.....  Last  monday  was  my  birthday  I  was 
13  years  old  but  it  dont  seam  posible  I  am  very  sory  I  could  not  send  you 
more  peaces  b^t  Marcus  was  in  such  a  hury  I  did  not  have  time  to  hunt  them 
up ..... 

pernaps  granma  if  I  lived  in  a  large  city  I  could  write  some  news  but 
beings  I  dont  I  have  to  make  up  the  news  I  write.  Well  I  do  not  think  of  any 
more  ;h  is  time.....  I  guess  you  will  have  to  look  thru  a  spie  glass  to  read 
this . 
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Excerpts  from  letters  to  Almira  Seymour  from  Pet  Seymour,  Cont. 

From  Char lotte ,  June  29,  1873: 

"if  you  think  we  have  forgoton  you  dispel  the  idea  &  imagine  that  we  are 
to  gerher  talking  as  usual. 

"I  go  to  school  every  day  &  it  seems  as  if  I  did  not  have  any  time  to 
my  self  at  all.  and  it  dont  seem  as  though  I  accomplished  any  thing  either. 

"I  feel  so  sorry  for  Julia  dont  see  hardly  how  she  survived  over  her 
loss,  but  I  presume  it  is  all  for  the  best.  I  hope  she  will  come  back  here 
and  live.  I  think  it  would  be  a  great  deal  better  for  her . * 

"Maggie  got  mar  rid  last  Wednesday . 

"I  hope  Grandma  your  health  is  good  I  often  think  how  lonesome  you  must 
be  and  wish  you  were  out  here,  you  would  be  so  much  company  for  ma  and  us 
children.  I  expect  you  are  very  lonesome  with  out  Uncle  Tite.  when  did  they 
get  started  and  have  you  heard  from  them  yetr  well  now  Grandma  get  Martha  to 
answer  this  or  some  one  else  as  soon  as  you  can . " 

*NOTE:  Julia  Seymour  lived  near  Terrel  place.  She  married  Chas .  Seymour,  a 

distant  cousin. 


From  Char  lot te  ,  Aug.  6,  1873: 

"Ma  the  children  &  I  have  been  over  to  Seldens  and  just  got  back  last 
Sunday  we  were  gone  just  3  weeks.....  we  are  all  well  &  in  as  good  spirits 
as  usual.  Selden  is  very  busy  harvisting  now  &  Mary  has  to  work  pretty  hard. 
Lura  has  got  a  girl  now  &  likes  her  real  well..... 

"Lura  had  a  letter  from  aunt  Cynthia  last  Monday  night,  she  has  been 
very  sick  also  uncle  William  Grandma  Worth  and  there  hired  girl  were  all  sick 
with  a  fever  .  aunt  C-  was  there  cusin  Julia  was  verry  sick  at  the  same  time 
had  just  got  there.  Uncle  Dan  was  sick  3  days  and  dided  had  those  spasams 
fits  rather  after  aunt  C-  had  got  beter  the  girl  was  taken  sick  and  went  home 
aunt  had  to  do  the  work.  Uncle  Florman  that  is  Grandma  Worths  Brother  got 
there  in  time  to  attend  the  funeral  have  you  heard  from  Uncle  Tite  lately? 

&  how  are  they  getting  a  long?" 


From  Bryant,  Iowa,  Nov.  23,  1873: 


"I  have  been  over  here 
Selden  went  over  &  moved  Ma 
will  be  real  comfortable. 

"Ma  &  babe  are  down  to 
"Henry  &  I  are  over  to 
every  day." 


to  Seldens  for  3  weeks  we  moved  last  Wednesday, 
last  Saturday  have  bought  her  a  house  &  lot  & 

Luras  now  till  her  house  is  fixed. 

Seldens  Mary  has  got  a  girl  now  She  is  expecting 


From  Char lotte ,  Feb.  28,  1874: 


"You  cant  guess  where  I  am  now.  well  I  suppose  you  want  to  know  so  I 
will  tell  you  down  to  old  Mrs  Gohlmans  now  what  are  you  down  there  for? 
for  this  reason  that  2  weeks  ago, Will  came  over  &  got  Ma  &  babe  &  took  over 
to  hib  house  &  took  Henry  over  to  Seldens  &  left  Lura  &  Andy  &  I  to  keep  house. 
The  next  day  after  ma  went  away  Lura  &  Andy  went  down  here  to  Andys  birthday 
the  old  folks  would  not  hear  to  their  coming  home  again  so  they  had  to  stay 
here  &  I  came  down  coo.  so  here  we  are  by  the  bye  have  not  told  you  the 
latest  news.  Ode  has  a  little  son  just  a  week  old  to  day  the  girls  have  done 
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Excerpts  from  letters  to  Almira  Seymour  from  Pet  Seymour,  Cont. 

From  Char lotte ,  Feb.  28,  1874,  Cont: 

well  this  time  dont  you  think  soV  Luras  baby  grows  like  a  pig,  it  is  growing 
out  of  all  its  clothes  Mary  has  a  fine  boy  he  is  just  full  of  the  old  nick.” 

NOTE:  Ode*s  baby  is  Geo.  A.  Walker. 

Lura's  baby  is  Eda  Gohlman. 

Mary's  baby  is  Fred  Seymour. 


From  Davenport,  Aug.  30,  1876: 

uThe  Sunday  befere  Lizzie  Sylvester,  Mack,  Dr.  Churchill  &  I  went  riding. 
Went  all  over  the  Island  &  through  K.  I.  (Rock  Island)  then  went  out  to  Black 
Hawks  Tower  an  immenoe  hill  five  miles  out  in  the  country.  It  is  by  the  river 

&  you  can  see  for  miles  around  when  you  are  at  the  top  of  it . 

’Do  for  pitys  sake  get  some  one  to  write  to  me  &  tell  me  all  the  news. 

The  Seymours  are  all  worse  than  broken  sticks  to  write  any  way,  it  takes  them 
about  a  year  to  make  up  their  mind  to  it  &  then  they  dont  write  half  a  dozen 
words , " 


From  Davenport,  Corner  of  Lafayette  &  7th  Sts.,  Oct.  5,  1876; 

"I  am  having  gay  times  here.  Went  to  church  twice  last  Sunday,  In  the 
morning  went  to  the  Cathedral.  It  is  grand  inside,  all  its  windows  are 
memorial  windows,,,,.  In  the  eve  went  to  the  Unitarian  church  with  Dr, 
Churchill,  Rev,  Mr,  Hunting  lectured  on  Japan  &  as  it  was  represented  at  the 
Centenial,  Are  any  of  your  folks  going  to  the  big  show?  We  expect  Uncle  & 
Auntie  home  the  last  of  this  month,  they  were  not  intending  to  come  until 
next  spring  but  business  call  them  home  sooner.  We  are  cleaning  house  & 
making  great  arangments  for  them..,..  Mrs.  Worth  is  in  splendid  health  now." 

From  Laura  E,  Seymour,  Boon,  June  31,  1873: 

9'We  artved  at  Uncle  James  Boyds  this  fore  noon  we  are  all  well  now  but 
we  are  all  about  tired  out  Uncle  Jameses  folks  are  all  well . 

"We  had  quite  a  rain  last  friday  and  it  has  began  to  rain  to  night  and 
it  looks  as  if  it  is  going  to  rain  pretty  hard 

’•Bur  tie  says  he  would  like  to  go  home  to  see  Grand  ma  and  Maggie  said 
before  we  got  to  Cedar  Rappids  that  we  was  never  going  to  get  to  Uncle  James’es 
and  she  wanted  to  go  back  home. 

'Mira  is  pretty  well,  only  tired  she  gets  very  tired  riding  all  the 

time 


'how  is  Martha  getting  along  with  her  school” 

From  S.  T,  Seymour,  Boon,  June  31,  1873: 

”we  shall  stay  here  a  week  Mira  was  sick  last  night  but  is  much  Better 
this  morning  I  am  going  to  Boon  this  morning  to  meet  Fred  but  doubt  if  he 
will  come  m  Boon  nave  not  found  Fred  nor  heard  from  him" 
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Excerpts  from  Letters  to  Almira  Seymour,  Cont. 

From  Laura  E.  Devol,  Bon  Homme,  D.T.,  Dec.  10,  1874: 

"I  arc  not  at  home  and  have  not  been  for  three  weeks  I  worked  in  Yankton 
during  the  latter  part  of  September  and  the  all  of  November  We  have  had  pro¬ 
tracted  meeting  about  two  weeks  it  is  over  with  now  there  are  several  that 
joined  the  Methodist  church  Mira  and  myself  for  two  that  have  joined  it.  Addie 
has  been  very  sick  with  the  Billious  fever  Pa  and  the  boys  have  got  their  new 
house  nearly  done.  Pa  has  a  nice  well  of  water  right  by  the  door  There  has  a 
family  just  arrived  here  from  New  York..... 

"Oh  Grandma  I  would  give  a  good  deal  if  I  could  see  you  again  and  have  a 

good  old  time  together  as  we  used  to  have  in  the  days  gone  by . I  think  of  you 

often  are  you  still  piecing  bed  quilts  yet.  have  you  heard  or  saw  aunt  Sarah 
or  any  of  her  family  lately  how  is  Lura  &  Selden  &  ode  geting  along  now  I  have 
not  heard  from  Cynthia  in  a  long  time.....  Dear  Grandma  I  have  one  piece  of  news 
I  have  saved  until  the  last  and  that  is  I  was  Married  in  Springfield  yesterday, 
have  you  heard  from  Uncle  Fred  lately  I  wrote  to  him  while  in  Yankton  and  he 
has  not  answered  it  yet..... 

"Married  in  Springfield  Dec  9th  1874  by  Reverand  Duncan  N  Judd  Mr  Elbert  L. 
Devol  and  Miss  Laura  E  Seymour  Both  of  Bonhomme  Dak  Territory" 

From  (Lurena)  Addie  Seymour,  Bon  Homme,  Feb.  27,  1876: 

"I  thought  I  must  write  and  tell  you  that  I  have  a  young  nephew,  he  is  near¬ 
ly  a  week  old.  We  have  not  heard  from  Laura  since  day  before  yesterday  Was 
getting  along  nice ly .  .  .  .  .Pa  is  very  busy  drawing  Wood  and  has  been  all  Winter. 
Reuben  has  come  home  to  stay.  Wmthrop  is  still  Working  out.  We  have  had  a  very 
nice  Winter  no  Snow  to  speak  of  but  today  the  Wind  and  Snow  blows  furiously, 
but  the  children  seem  to  enjoy  the  day  just  as  Well  as  if  it  Was  a  bright  sun 
shine  day .... .Grandma  my  birtnday  Was  last  Wednesday.  I  Was  fifteen  perhaps  you 
Will  th^nk  that  I  did  not  say  but  a  little  about  my  nephew  but  I  will  say  a  little 
more  now.  he  Weighed  Seven  pounds  and  is  as  plump  and  fat  as  can  be.  Well  I  must 
tell  you  Wnat  burt  Said  he  came  up  to  ma  and  said  ma  be  I  uncle  to  that  baby  and 
ma  Said  yes.  Well  I  think  I  am  rather  a  Small  uncle  said  burt." 

From  Laura  E.  Devol,  Bon  Homme,  D.T.,  July  23,  1876: 

"it  is  with  pleasure  1  now  write  to  you  Vern  and  baby  are  well  but  I  have 
very  poor  health  this  summer  do  you  keep  well  I  would  like  to  come  and  visit 
you  but  the  mils  are  so  high  and  the  valleys  so  deep  and  the  rivers  so  wide  I 
cannot  come  but  must  content  myself  with  writing  to  you  the  last  letter  you  wrote 
to  pa  you  wanted  co  know  what  I  called  my  baby  I  call  him  Walter  J.  Devol  Mira 
is  teaching  school  in  our  district  she  only  gets  12$  a  month  and  board  at  the 
presant  time  she  is  with  me  she  received  a  letter  from  Martha  last  night  is  she 
at  home  now  if  she  is  tell  her  I  would  like  to  hear  from  her  again  it  is  almost 
two  years  since  I  received  a  letter  from  any  body  Well  now  let  us  talk  about 
prarie  fire  last  april  we  nad  three  good  ponies  almost  a  new  harness  all  our 
summers  wood  a  hundred  and  fifty  bushel  of  corn  burned  to  ashes.  the  17th  of 
April  v/e  lost  a  little  colt  and  the  19th  the  rest  were  burned  to  the  ground  m 
less  than  an  hour.....  We  have  another  team  now  and  getting  along  nicely  he  is 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  home  helping  one  of  our  neighbors  harvest  I  expect 
to  have  harvest  hands  in  a  few  days  we  have  25  acres  of  oats  and  the  same  of 
corn  the  last  time  I  was  up  to  pa’s  place  they  were  all  well  and  doing  well 
their  crops  all  looked  fine  the  boys  are  still  at  home  well  I  shall  have  to 
stop  writing  for  my  head  is  aching  severely  I  will  send  you  some  pieces  of  my 
dresses  those  that  are  sewed  together  are  mine  and  the  others  are  Walters" 
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Reminis  censes  of  J.C.W. 

My  great  uncle,  Rev.  John  Walker,  was  circuit  rider  on  the  Camanche 
Circuit  and  the  Reuben  Seymour  home  was  one  of  his  stopping  places.  He  traveled 
on  horseback  and  used  saddle  bags.  His  daughter  told  me  that  when  Mrs.  Seymour 
saw  him  coming  down  the  road,  she  would  make  coffee  and  have  lunch  ready  for 
him  when  he  arrived. 

When  Almira  was  living  at  Uncle  Vate’s  home,  mother  and  I  visited  there. 
Although  I  was  very  young,  I  remember  that  Great  grandmother  talked  with  me 
when  I  stood  by  her  chair  in  her  room. 

At  the  time  of  Almira’s  death,  L.  Seymour  (Uncle  Va  te )  sent  a  telegram  to 
Aunt  Lura  Gohlman  at  Sabula  stating  that  "mother  had  died.”  The  initial  on 
the  telegram  was  made  ,JStJ  instead  of  "L."  by  mistake.  As  her  mother,  Sarah, 
was  then  living  at  the  home  of  Uncle  Selden  near  Miles,  Aunt  Lura  supposed  the 
telegram  was  from  him.  Some  friends  of  hers  volunteered  to  take  her  to  Uncle 
Selden’s  home,  a  distance  of  10  or  12  miles.  We  lived  about  halfway  there. 

The  snow  was  several  feet  deep,  so  the  only  means  of  traveling  was  with  horses 
and  a  bobsled.  After  several  hours  of  hard  work  getting  through  the  snow,  they 
reached  our  place,  and  they  were  joined  by  the  men  of  our  family,  with  more 
shovels,  etc.  The  party  finally  reached  Uncle  Selden’s  home  and  Grandma  Sarah 
met  them  at  the  door  -  much  to  their  surprise  and  relief.  Then  they  realized 
the  telegram  was  from  Leva  ter  Seymour  about  his  mother,  Almira. 

How  This  Story  about  Reuben  and  Almira  Seymour  Happened  to  be  Written 

It  was  known  in  our  Walker  family  that  Grandma  Nancy  Hart  Topping  Walker’s 
grandfather  Vail  of  Southold,  Long  Island,  N.Y.,  was  with  Capt.  John  Paul  Jones 
m  the  Revolutionary  War.  While  living  in  Washington,  D.C.,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  if  I  could  locate  the  service  record  of  my  Vail  ancestor,  I  might  be  able 
to  join  the  D.A.R.  In  1925,  I  consulted  the  Vail  Genealogy  (N )  at  the  Library 
of  Congress.  This  Arnold  Gillam  Vail  is  mentioned,  but  no  service  record  is 
given.  As  I  continued  the  search  at  the  Library  of  Congress  and  at  the  D.A.R. 
Library,  I  hunted  for  Seymour  ancestors  also. 

In  a  D.A.R.  Magazine  of  February  1923,  which  was  among  some  old  magazines 
at  the  Women’s  City  Club,  there  was  the  roll  (copied  from  bronze  memorial 
tablet  erected  on  portico  of  Syracuse  Post  Office)  of  Revolutionary  War  Soldiers 
&  Sailor o  of  Onondago  Co.,  N.Y.,  and  ittcontained  the  name  Zadock  Seymour. 

(This  article  is  with  papers  given  to  the  Clinton,  Iowa,  D.A.R.)  I  had  never 
heard  of  him  nor  of  the  name  Zadock,  but  I  was  curious  about  him.  In  1925, 

I  spent  my  vacation  in  New  England,  and  searched  in  the  Connecticut  Historical 
Society  Library  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  in  libraries  and  at  cemeteries  on  Long 
Is  land . 

That  fall,  1  returned  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  to  live.  During  the  following 
years,  I  asked  every  Seymour  I  could  ask  for  information  about  ancestors.  From 
someone,  I  learned  that  Zadock  was  Reuben’s  father. 

Edgar  Seymour  at  Clinton,  Iowa,  had  the  letters  and  papers  that  Reuben  and 
Almira  had  saved.  Part  of  them  were  in  the  little  combination  desk  and  chest 
that  had  been  u^ed  on  the  boat  on  the  Erie  Canal.  Edgar  gave  me  permission  to 
select  any  that  were  of  interest  about  the  family. 

r 

(Some  of  these  letters  were  sent  before  the  Government  had  issued  postage 
stamps,  and  the  amount  of  postage  was  collected  from  the  addressees.  In  a  re¬ 
cent  newspaper  article,  it  is  stated  that  on  July  1,  1847,  adhesive  postage 
stamps  were  available.  Prepaid  postage  in  the  form  of  stamps  was  not  obliga¬ 
tor  y  until  1856 . ) 
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How  This  Story  about  Reuben  and  Almira  Seymour  Happened  to  be  Written,  Cont. 

After  several-  days’  sorting,  the  letter  of  March  10,  1838,  from  Zadock  to 
Reuben  was  found.  The  relationship  between  them  was  established.  (A  photostat 
of  this  letter  is  in  this  book.) 

I  have  never  located  a  service  record  of  my  Vail  ancestor. 

When  Lura  Seymour  Francis  became  interested  in  joining  the  D.A.R.,  she 
requested  what  data  I  had  that  might  be  helpful,  and  I  sent  it  to  her.  As  Lura 
did  additional  research  at  the  Libraries  in  Washington,  she,  too,  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  family  genealogy.  During  our  correspondence  on  the  subject,  we 
conceived  the  idea  of  writing  the  Seymour  story.  So  in  the  summer  of  1957,  she 
provided  the  place  in  her  home  in  Washington,  D ,C .  for  us  to  work  on  the  accum¬ 
ulation  of  records  I  had  collected.  We  perused  these  old  documents  and  selected 
important  and  interesting  items,  especially  those  that  show  the  contrast  between 
living  conditions  a  hundred  years  ago  and  today.  For  this  opportunity  of  working 
on  this  material  I  am  thankful,  as  well  as  for  her  courteous  cooperation,  and 
that  of  her  husband  and  their  daughters. 

I  am  thankful  to  all  persons  through  the  centuries  who  have  kept  records 
of  the  Seymour  and  allied  families  and  made  them  available  for  reference,  and 
to  all  members  of  the  family  who  saved  papers  and  have  contributed  to  this  story. 
I  am  thankful  to  my  mother  for  telling  her  children  about  her  childhood  and  her 
relatives  -  and  always  in  a  way  that  expressed  her  love  and  admiration  for  them  - 
the  easiest  way  to  write  what  I  remembered  was  in  a  personal  way.  I  am  thankful 
for  the  privilege  of  knowing  our  Great-grandmother  Almira,  Uncle  Va te  and  Aunt 
Mary,  also  Uncle  Lant  and  Aunt  Ann,  and  of  seeing  her  grandfather’s  clock. 

I  feel  you  will  all  join  me  in  expressing  gratitude  for  the  "tree"  which 
is  the  frontispiece  of  this  story,  and  which  is  the  "dream"  of  a  member  of  the 
Fifth  Generation,  who  wishes  to  be  anonymous.  And  now  the  close  of  a  fascinating 
project. 
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